
 

 

 

Information on COVID-19  Comirnaty (Pfizer) Vaccine 
 

Information valid as of 21st June 2021- This Information has been provided by the Australian Government at  
www. health.gov.au/covid-19-vaccines 

 
About the vaccine 
 
Comirnaty (made by Pfizer Australia P/L) is a vaccine that can prevent people from becoming ill from COVID-
19.  Comirnaty does not contain any live virus and it cannot give you COVID-19.  After getting the vaccine your 
immune system will learn to recognise and fight against the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes COVID-19. 
 
You will be required to stay at the clinic for a minimum of 15 minutes post vaccination or longer if deemed 
necessary by the doctor providing the vaccination. 
 
Benefits of the Vaccine 
 
To prevent COVID-19, everyone aged 16 years and older should get vaccinated, with a few exceptions specified 
in this information sheet. 
 
Currently in Victoria, vaccination with Comirnaty is available to persons aged 40- 59 years of age.  Patients 
are unable to choose to have the Comirnaty vaccine if they are over the age of 60 unless they have previously had 
any of the following: 
 

• A cerebral venous sinus thrombosis 
• Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia 
• Blood clots in the abdominal veins. or 
• Have antiphospholipid syndrome associated with blood clots. 

 
You can discuss any concerns or questions you have about the COVID-19 vaccination with your GP before you 
receive the vaccine. 
 
A very large clinical trial showed that Comirnaty is effective in preventing COVID-19 in people aged 16 years 
and older.  People who had two doses of Comirnaty were about 95% less likely to get symptomatic COVID-19 
than people who did not get vaccinated.   
 
A total of 2 doses are required at a recommended 3 weeks (21 days) apart with a minimum of 19 days.  There is 
no maximum time between doses.  There is no data on compatibility between brands of COVID-19 vaccines, so 
the same brand MUST be used for both doses of COVID-19 vaccine.  Protection against COVID-19 starts from 
about 2-3 weeks after the first dose.  While one dose may give some protection, it may only last for the short-
term. Two doses will give optimal protection. 
 
No vaccine is 100% effective, so it is possible that you can still get sick from COVID-19 after vaccination. We 
do not know how long the protection from Comirnaty will last.  We will learn more about this over time. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
We currently do not know how effective COVID-19 vaccines are at preventing the spread of the virus.  This 
means that SARS-CoV2 could potentially still infect a vaccinated person.  Even if they have no symptoms or 
only mild symptoms they could still pass the virus on to others.   This is why it is still important to continue other 
preventative measures like: 
 

• Physical Distancing 
• Hand Washing 
• Wearing a Face Mask 
• COVID-19 testing if you are symptomatic as well as quarantining/ isolating as required by your state or 

territory. 
  

Who Can Receive the Vaccine?   
 
The Comirnaty Vaccine is approved by ATAGI for people aged 16 years and over. 
 
Currently certain groups of people are prioritised to receive a vaccination because they are at higher risk 
of either exposure to the COVID-19 virus or severe illness and/death from COVID-19.  Please see separate 
information sheet if you are under 40 years of age and wish to receive a Comirnaty vaccination to assess if you 
are currently eligible for vaccination. Alternatively you can check your eligibility at: 
 https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility 
 
The Australian Government strongly recommends vaccination for people who have a weakened immune system 
(immunocompromised).  This may be caused by having a medical condition that weakens the immune system or 
by taking medications that suppresses the immune system. Please discuss with your GP if you have questions. 
 
Women who are pregnant, breast feeding or planning a pregnancy should consider vaccination. 
 
People with a history of COVID-19 in the past are advised to wait for 6 months after recovery before having a 
COVID-19 vaccine. If you have on-going illness from COVID-19, please discuss the best timing of vaccination 
with your doctor. 
 
Who Should Not Receive the Comirnaty Vaccine? 
 
You should not receive this vaccine if you have had anaphylaxis (a severe reaction) to a previous dose of the 
same COVID-19 vaccine OR anaphylaxis after exposure to any component of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
Special Precautions for Vaccination. 
 
People with certain conditions may need additional precautions such as staying for period of 30 minutes of 
observation after having their vaccination.  Tell your doctor if you have had: 

• An allergic reaction to a previous dose of COVID-19 
• Anaphylaxis to any other vaccines or to any medicines. 
• Have a MAST cell disorder. 

Please notify your Immunising provider if you have a bleeding disorder or are taking blood thinning 
medications.  They will be able to decide the best timing for your injection.  


