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A NEW Wonthaggi Respira-
tory (COVID-19) Assessment 
Clinic opened yesterday, Mon-
day, May 4, as one of six new 
assessment clinics being set up 
across Gippsland.

Another is being opened at 
Foster soon.

It’s part of a nationwide blitz 
on testing ahead of a possible 
easing of restrictions.

The clinic is being operat-
ed by the Wonthaggi Medical 
Group at 42 Murray Street via 
the Biggs Drive entrance.

It will be staffed from Monday 

to Friday by a medical team of 
four, comprising doctors and 
nurses, who will be supported 
by receptionists and cleaners.

Those seeking to be test-
ed must register for an ap-
pointment at https://www.
hotdoc.com.au/medical-cen-
tres /wonthaggi -VIC -3995/
wonthaggi-respiratoryclinic/
doctors?purpose=respiratory 
or phone 0492 036 568 to 
make an appointment. A nurse 
will meet patients at the Allied 
Health entrance on Biggs Drive 
to triage the person to the ap-

propriate consulting room for 
testing. If access to electronic 
registering is difficult, the per-
son will be assisted at the clinic.

Once the person has been 
tested, they will need to  
self-isolate at home until they 
receive their results – expected 
to take up to two days. Depend-
ing on the outcome, they will 
either be referred for more 
treatment or be cleared of  
COVID-19.

Gippsland Primary Health 
Network (PHN) has been 
working closely with general 

practices across the region to 
establish the clinics at the six 
sites, with Warragul opening 
on Monday, April 27 and the 
clinics at Sale and Bairnsdale 
following soon. The Australian 
Department of Health (DoH) 
has funded 100 private prac-
tice respiratory clinics across 
Australia to provide dedicated 
services to people with mild 
to moderate COVID-19 symp-
toms, in addition to services 
available within public hospi-
tals and general practices.

Continued page 2

FEARS that king tides 
and expected high winds 
and swells this weekend 
will combine to cause sig-
nificant damage to the Surf 
Beach and infrastructure 
at Inverloch have prompt-
ed the Bass Coast Shire 
Council to call an emer-
gency meeting of agencies. 
Tides will peak at 2.8m 
(Friday), 2.9m (Saturday) 
and 3m (Sunday), winds at 
40km/h and swell at 2 me-
tres. Despite some damage 
to the new rock wall along 
Bunurong Road and two 
textile bags at the surf club 
during last weekend’s arc-
tic blast, erosion protection 
generally held firm. More 
details at www.sgst.com.au.

PANIC BUTTON

Wonthaggi and Foster doctors 
join COVID-19 test blitz CLICK HERE

for mobile 
friendly version

http://www.alexscott.com.au
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http://www.sgst.com.au
https://www.hotdoc.com.au/medical-centres/wonthaggi-VIC-3995/wonthaggi-respiratoryclinic/doctors?purpose=respiratory
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/mild-to-moderate-covid-19-clinic-opens-in-wonthaggi/
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We specialise in
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 Skip Bin  Hook bins
 Farm rubbish services   Commercial

 Residential one off 120/240 lt

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

www.wheelawaste.com.au P: 5672 2056

Locally 
owned & 
operated

ASPHALT, BRICK & CRUSHED ROCK

ABC Driveways Pty 
Ltd

abcdriveways@bigpond.com

For expert professional advice with all your surfacing  
requirements reliability and customer satisfaction guaranteed
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u  Feature edging specialists
u  Crushed Rock & toppings
u  Carparks & Pathways
u Resurfacing

Wonthaggi 
and Foster 

doctors join 
COVID-19 
test blitz

From page 1
Gippsland PHN Chief Executive 

Officer, Amanda Proposch, said 
the clinics would be established in 
dedicated premises which met clear 
criteria, with arrangements to safely 
manage infection control.

“They will be staffed by existing 
general practice doctors and nurses 
and will be funded to assess, test 
and diagnose respiratory cases, in-
cluding COVID-19, influenza and 
pneumonia.”

Wonthaggi Medical Group Practice 
Manager, Gayle Bloch, said her clin-
ic was pleased to be working with 
the Department of Health to provide 
this service to the Bass Coast com-
munity.

“Aspen Medical, an Australian-
owned global company has been 
appointed by DoH to deliver extra 
training in infection control and pre-
vention to our staff and the clinic has 
undergone a comprehensive infec-
tion control audit,” Ms Bloch said.

Bass Coast Health chief executive 
officer, Jan Child, welcomed the com-
mencement of a respiratory clinic at 
Wonthaggi Medical Group (WMG).

A new COVID-19 assessment 
clinic was opened by the  

Wonthaggi Medical Group on 
Monday this week. Testing  

is by appointment only.

THOUGH her obedience 
can be “questionable” at 
times, there’s no doubt  
Zinette the three-year-old 
black Labrador is Darren 
Bone’s best mate.

The pair go everywhere to-
gether - not just around their 
home town of Leongatha but 
on train, plane and bus trips 
as far as Adelaide, Brisbane, 
and Perth.

Zinette’s exceptional tar-
geting skills help Darren, 
who’s been legally blind 
since birth, safely get from A 
to B, enhancing his mobility 
and independence in a way 
that no other aid can.

But that’s not all he had to 
thank Zinette for on Inter-
national Guide Dog Day last 
week.

Singling out her “very out-
going, very excitable” nature, 
Darren joined guide dog 
handlers across the world 
in celebrating the many ben-
efits these trusted canine 
companions bring to their 
humans’ lives, which go well 
beyond facilitating the prac-
tical tasks of daily living.

“She’s great company; she 
gives a lot of love and affec-
tion, which is great for you 
in life, especially your mind 
and mental condition,” he 
said.

“She’s very strong minded 
and she does have her mo-
ments, as every dog does. 
She’s made herself sick 
eating green tomatoes from 
the veggie garden - she’ll eat 
anything, she’s a food ma-
chine.

“But she’s absolutely my 
best mate. She’s always 
wanting to get out and walk, 
so she keeps me active. We 
love walking on the [Great 
Southern] Rail Trail.”

As well as recognising the 
important work of organisa-

tions such as Guide Dogs 
Victoria, Darren took Inter-
national Guide Dog Day as 
an opportunity to remind 
the community to respect 
guide dogs and their han-
dlers when they’re out and 
about.

“That’s a really big thing 
for people to understand - 
not to attempt to touch or 
talk to a guide dog while 

they’re ‘working’,” he said.
Guide Dogs Victoria ex-

plains that patting can be 
confusing and distracting 
for guide dogs at work.

“As a basic rule, normal 
manners apply. If you want 
to speak to a person about 
their dog, or engage with the 
dog itself, it is best to speak 
to the owner first,” their 
website advises.

It’s a dog’s life

Darren Bone of Leongatha says thanks to his best friend  
Zinette the Labrador on International Guide Dog Day 

(Wednesday, April 29).

CLICK HERE
for mobile 

friendly version
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San Remo 
selling state’s 

cheapest petrol
CHEAP petrol prices are finally starting 

to flow through the Bass Coast and South 
Gippsland areas after the price per barrel 
collapsed on April 20, 2020 to as low as 
minus $37 a barrel.

But as a Sentinel-Times reader said on 
Facebook last weekend, the prices being 
quoted locally are annoyingly inconsistent.

At San Remo, for example, the price 
has dropped steadily over the past month  
selling at 74.9c/lt for unleaded petrol on 
Sunday afternoon before going up to 78.9c 
on Monday. It was 118.9c/lt for diesel.

The lower price was on par with the 
cheapest rates in Melbourne according to 
https://petrolspy.com.au/.

Elsewhere, the price at Leongatha was 
reported at 87.9c/lt on Sunday afternoon.

It was 10c more at Wonthaggi, quoted at 
97.9c/lt.

Background
So how has it come to this? Key dates in 

the petrol price journey:
• In 2000 at ‘Peak Oil’ production, price 

per barrel was $50.
• It rose steadily until June 2008 when 

it hit $165.
• After the GFC in 2008-09 it plummet-

ed to $50 a barrel.
• In February 2016, when US fracked oil 

kicked in, the price dropped to $36.
• In May 2020, after dropping to minus 

$37 due to a lack of storage space, it is 
back up to $20 a barrel with massive cuts 
to production in the Middle East and the 
USA as demand tanks.

Where the price at the bowser goes from 
here is anyone’s guess, but it should, by 
rights, go down. However, if no one is 
making any money out of fuel sales, it’s 
not a good look long-term.

Petrol was selling at equal to the 
cheapest price in the state at  
San Remo over the weekend.

Meanwhile at Cowes, petrol was 
selling at 30c/lt above the price for 

unleaded at San Remo.

CLICK HERE
for mobile 

friendly version

By Tracey Matthies

BURRA Steel is doing 
its part to keep manufac-
turing alive and thriving 
in Australia, winning a 
contract to manufacture 
components previously 
produced in China.

The Korumburra com-
pany was recently asked 
if it could manufacture a 
part for misting fans used 
for dust suppression in 
open cut mines. 

Burra Steel operations 
manager Russell McNally 
said the customer was 
having difficulty getting 
parts out of China and 
had already waited six to 
eight months.

Burra Steel under-
took some research and  
development, reverse-
engineered a sample part, 
made some adjustments 
to an existing, special-
ist machine to allow it to 
make flanges on a conical 
section, and trained some 
employees. 

“We’ve now built up-
wards of 30 units and it’s 
a superior product than 
our customer had been 
getting out of China,” Mr 
McNally said. 

The Sanders Street 

business can now turn-
around a set of 10 units 
in less than two weeks, far 
exceeding the six-to-eight-
month turnaround from 
Chinese manufacturers. 

“It’s built here, the 
freight and the lead times 
are much shorter – that’s 
why the business has 
stayed in Australia,” Mr 
McNally said. 

Since adding the com-
ponent, the customer has 
applied for and been li-
censed to use the Austra-
lian-made logo, and com-
pleted fans have been sold 

into the USA and on sold 
to Egypt.

The state of the Austra-
lia dollar has made the 
fans even more attractive 
to American companies.

Mr McNally said the 
company had been kept 
busy by the COVID-19 
pandemic providing ven-
tilation systems as new 
wards were added to hos-
pitals.

The largest manufac-
turer of steel products  
in South Gippsland, 
Burra Steel employs 35  
people.

Made in ‘Burra!
Steve Rowe operates the machine that flanges the ends of  

misting fans being manufactured at Burra Steel.

The completed mobile mist cannon which has 
been sold to the USA and Egypt.

https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/san-remo-selling-states-cheapest-petrol/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/san-remo-selling-states-cheapest-petrol/
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A LOCAL singer songwriter has 
won new fans across the globe after 
her latest single was handpicked for 
the season finale of a critically ac-
claimed US Netflix series.

‘Boys Like You’ by multi-talented 
solo artist Jane Hanley, aka Kids at 
Midnight, plays over the stirring fi-
nal scene and closing credits of sea-
son one of the new coming of age 
comedy/drama Never Have I Ever, 
which was released internationally 
last Monday, April 27.

A former Wonthaggi Secondary 
College student, who’s been inde-
pendently releasing music from a 
makeshift studio in her bedroom 
for the past 10 years, as well as 
teaching dance at Studio Phoenix 
and DJing around Melbourne, Jane 
was thrilled to see how the creators 
of Never Have I Ever made use of 
her ‘heartfelt teen anthem,’ tell-
ing the Sentinel-Times she never 
expected it to get such prominent 
placement in the series.

“I knew it was coming - we’d signed 
the contracts a few months ago, so 
I was just waiting and waiting for it 
to be released - but I just thought 
it was going to be a little snippet,  
playing in the background, on the 
radio or something,” she said.

“To have it in a montage of this 
big, romantic moment, and over 
the credits, playing out the whole 
series… I flipped out; I was scream-
ing! It’s definitely the biggest thing 
that’s happened in my career.”

Currently bunkered down with 
family in Cape Paterson to finish off 
her upcoming, as yet untitled, debut 
album over the next few months, 
Jane’s been missing her dance 
students and DJ gigs during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but has ins 
tead been enjoying daily online in-
teractions with the hundreds of new 
fans seeking out her social media 
channels after watching Never Have 
I Ever.

“I’ve had lots of really sweet mes-
sages on my Youtube channel - 
people saying they’ve come straight 
there after finishing the show and 
that they’re so happy to have found 
the song.”

‘Boys Like You’ is now available 
on streaming platforms including  
Spotify and Apple Music.

Keep an eye out for Jane’s album 
release date and other news on  
@kidsatmidnight on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

Local songwriter’s Netflix hit

When she’s not making electro pop hits from her 
bedroom or DJing around Melbourne, Jane’s teaching 
tap, jazz, musical theatre and hip hop at Wonthaggi’s 
Studio Phoenix, something she can’t wait to get back 

to after the easing of COVID-19 restrictions.

The critically acclaimed coming of age comedy cen-
tres on all those awkward moments of high school 

romance and heartbreak.

The latest single from local indie pop singer songwrit-
er Jane Hanley aka Kids at Midnight features promi-

nently in the new smash hit Netflix series  
‘Never Have I Ever’.

CLICK HERE
for mobile 

friendly version

https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/cape-paterson-songwriter-featured-in-netflix-hit-never-have-i-ever/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/cape-paterson-songwriter-featured-in-netflix-hit-never-have-i-ever/
www.facebook.com/sgsentineltimes
www.instagram.com/sentineltimes


THE SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES, TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2020 - PAGE 5

$500,000

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1390563, OUT_1202575, 29/04/2020

When you bank with us, profits pour into the community. $500,000 so far.
A bank giving back sounds unusual. For us, it’s business as usual.
Find out more. Call us on 03 5674 2800 or search Bendigo Bank Inverloch.

Community Bank • Inverloch & District

Making good things happen

$500,000

H
M

64
21

MEMBER FOR EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

Edward 
O’DONOHUE mp

51 James Street Pakenham 3810
03 5941 1112 edwardodonohue.com.au

Please stay safe during 
these unprecedented times. 

Contact my office should 
you need any assitance.

Authorised by Edward O’Donohue MP, 51 James Street, Pakenham | Funded from Parliamentary Budget

By Tracey Matthies

SOUTH Gippsland Shire Council has 
revealed a zero per cent rate rise would 
come at a cost of more than $22 million 
over the next 15 years. 

Acting finance manager Allan Williams 
told the Sentinel-Times council oper-
ated to a 15-year financial plan and spe-
cific modelling on the impact of a zero 
per cent rate rise considered all factors 
such as bank and investment rates, and 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

“The modelling showed that a zero 
per cent rate increase had a cumulative 
impact over that 15 years of $22.4 mil-
lion,” Mr Williams said.

“If we were to have chosen a zero per 
cent rate rise for year 2020/2021, given 
that very significant long-term loss, then 
we would need to consider a remedy 
such as an additional rate increase in 
the following financial year 2021/2022 
which it was felt would be much more 
unpalatable to ratepayers.”

Council’s proposed two per cent rate 
rise would see an average increase 
of $40.58 per household. The actual 
amount would be higher for properties 
valued above the average and lower for 
those valued less than the shire average.

Mr Williams also said South 
Gippsland Shire Council was not alone 
in taking a two per cent rate cap posi-
tion.

“Information from peak bodies is that 
72 per cent of councils across the state 
have taken the same position for the 
same reasons.

“While a rate increase in the coming fi-
nancial year may seem unfavourable in 
the short term, it is the optimal choice 
for the long term and allows council 
to rebuild and reinvest into the South 
Gippsland economy.”

Former councillor Matt Sherry has 
launched a change.org petition calling 
for no rate rise and a reversal of coun-
cil’s hardship policy “to allow for debts 
to be written off in exceptional hardship 
cases”. More than 220 people, including 
some from outside the South Gippsland 
Shire Council area, had signed the peti-
tion by Monday, May 4. 

Public submissions on this year’s 
draft budget are open until May 28.

0% rate rise 
would cost $22m

Boxing club’s fight to 
stay in Wonthaggi

FORCED to close last month due to  
social distancing restrictions, a Wonthaggi 
boxing gym faces an uncertain future, with 
its founder and head trainer worried it 
may not be able to reopen after the worst 
of the COVID-19 crisis is over.

Scott Williamson and his fighters at 
Bass Coast Boxing and Fitness have been 
left without a home after vacating their  
rented training premises to make way for 
a $22 million Bunnings Warehouse retail 
outlet.

The club closed its doors to the public 
for the final time on March 14, and has 
since been struggling to find a new home 
from which to relaunch, with Scott unable 
to cover rental costs for a space in town big 
enough to accommodate a competition-
size ring.

If they don’t get some help soon, Scott 
says, they may have to permanently 
shut up shop in Wonthaggi, a decision  
that would devastate his 40 or so  
members.

“My boys will tell you, they will not train 
at any other club. We’re a family,” he said.

“We’d love to stay in Wonthaggi, but if 
we don’t open some doors in the next  
couple of weeks, we’ll have to look at other  
options.”

As to where that help might come from, 
Scott has called on Bass Coast Shire  
Council to assist in finding a suitable 
premises in Wonthaggi.

He said Mayor Cr Brett Tessari had 
voiced support for the club in the past, and 
he was hopeful this might translate into  
action.

“Small businesses are the ones that are 
going to break in this crisis, so a little bit 
of help would be good,” he said.

“We’re happy to pay rent, it’s just a bit 
dear in Wonthaggi.

“But the more places in town that give 
kids an outlet, and just somewhere to go 
and someone to talk to, the better. I’ve got 
12-year-old kids that treat the club like 
their second home.”

When contacted for comment last week, 
Mayor Tessari said it would “certainly be 
a shame” to see Bass Coast Boxing leave 
Wonthaggi, but that he was not able to offer 
special assistance to the privately-owned 

commercial business.
He acknowledged many businesses were 

struggling due to the impacts of COVID-19 
and encouraged those in Bass Coast to get 
in touch with council’s economic develop-
ment team to access relevant supports.

“Every business is important to the whole 
of the shire and a lot of them are doing it 
tough at the moment,” Cr Tessari said.

“There’s lots they can do and look into 
– council’s putting $700,000 back into 
business and the community, on top of the 
state and federal government support.

“They should speak to their accountants 
and be all over what’s available to them.”

After eight years in Wonthaggi, Bass 
Coast Boxing Club may be forced 
to leave town, head trainer Scott 
Williamson says, a decision that 

would devastate local fighters like 
12-year-old Uriah Notley and 20-year-

old up and coming champion  
Charles Joma.

CLICK HERE
for mobile friendly version
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Phillip Island Nature Parks staff 
will be able to continue their 

conservation work following news 
of a major grant from the state 

government.

THE Phillip Island Penguin Parade 
and the conservation work of Phillip 
Island Nature Parks (PINP) has been 
thrown a lifeline by the state govern-
ment.

The organisation will share in a $14 
million package for some of the state’s 
favourite wildlife attractions to help 
them get through the coronavirus 
pandemic and save nearly 800 jobs.

Zoos Victoria’s three sites – Mel-
bourne Zoo, Werribee Open Range 
Zoo and Healesville Sanctuary togeth-
er with Phillip Island Nature Parks will 
receive the emergency funding top-up 
to ensure they can continue to operate 
and retain permanent staff until it’s 
safe to open their doors again.

The boost was announced by Minis-
ter for Energy, the Environment and 
Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio on 
Sunday, May 3.

“This support protects jobs and al-
lows these incredible organisations 
to continue their crucial conservation 
work while their doors are closed.

“We all want to see these wonderful 
attractions re-open and this funding 
will ensure they can do just that on 
the other side of the pandemic.”

It’s understood that most PINP staff 
would have been stood down at the 
end of May without the lifeline.

Minister D’Ambrosio said Zoos Vic-
toria and Phillip Island Nature Parks 
were among Australia’s most popu-
lar tourist destinations and, together, 
contribute almost $800 million to the 
Victorian economy each year.

However, ongoing public health  
directions to help slow the spread 
of conronavirus have forced all four 
sites to remain closed to the public 
since March.

Minister for Tourism, Sport and Ma-
jor Events Martin Pakula underscored 
the importance of these facilities.

“These much-loved Victorian at-
tractions are favourites of locals and 
tourists alike – this support will en-
sure they can continue to bring joy to 
millions of people each year once it is 
safe for them to reopen.”

State’s $8.8  
million lifeline 

for Nature Parks

Staff at the entrance to the Wonthaggi Hospital triage all those  
arriving for COVID-19 testing. m091820

IF YOU have even the mildest of 
symptoms associated with coronavi-
rus; including but not limited to fever, 
breathing difficulties, breathlessness, 
cough, sore throat, fatigue or tired-
ness; you should get tested.

Add to that any healthcare and aged 
care workers, construction workers, 
supermarket workers and agricultur-
al workers who are also being urged 
to come forward and you’ve got a sig-
nificantly wider pool of people that 
can be ruled in or out.

It’s all about the state government’s 
goal to blitz 100,000 Victorians, or 
more, in the next two weeks, ahead 
of a significant wind back in isolation 
restrictions.

And according to Bass Coast Health 
CEO Jan Child, if we achieve that 
lofty testing goal and come up over-
whelmingly negative, we can start to 
scale back restrictions.

“We’ve got the Phillip Island Health 
Hub staffed 24/7 and it’s probably 
a better option to go up there after 
hours. You’ll be seen more quickly 
outside their regular hours,” Ms 
Child said.

“At Wonthaggi Hospital we’ve had a 
real influx lately and we’re encourag-
ing anyone who wants to get tested to 
come in.

“If they’re sick, they’ll go straight 
into the Emergency Department 
where we’ve got separation from any 
cardiac and stroke patients.

“We also have our assessment and 
testing clinic set up inside the hos-
pital which has been operating since 
the beginning.

“And this week, we opened up a new 
portable hut at the front of the hospi-
tal which will exclusively be handling 
testing, seven days a week from 8am-
6pm.

“Those coming in to be tested will 
come into the front of the hospital 
where we have a doctor and senior 
staff to direct everyone to where they 
need to go.

“If they are directed to the portable, 
they can go and wait in their car until 
they receive a test message to come in.”

Ms Child said additional testing 
clinics would also be opened at the 
Wonthaggi Medical Group and also at 
the Foster Medical Centre in the next 
week.

Three-fold increase
The number of people being  

tested for COVID-19 at the Wonthaggi  
Hospital jumped almost three-fold 
over a 48-hour period last week.

Sixty-five people were tested as op-
posed to the usual number of 25.

It was a similar story at Cowes, at 
the Phillip Island Health Hub, where 
27 people had been tested over the 
same period, as opposed to an aver-
age of eight.

Bass Coast Health (BCH) is urging 
anyone in the community with even 
the mildest of symptoms of COVID-19 
to be tested.

Our health services 
involved in testing blitz

Registered nurse Gabby O’Connor 
at the new testing site building 

generously loaned by Tim 
Burslem of Southern Victorian 
Contracting. Rob Weinzierl of 
Riedau Technologies kindly 

supplied transport to move the 
shed from Cowes to Wonthaggi.
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CLICK HERE
for mobile 

friendly version

https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/states-8-8-million-lifeline-for-phillip-island-nature-parks/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/states-8-8-million-lifeline-for-phillip-island-nature-parks/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/our-health-services-respond-to-testing-blitz/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/our-health-services-respond-to-testing-blitz/
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An important message from the Victorian Government

More information on testing at coronavirus.vic.gov.au

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE CORONAVIRUS, 
GET TESTED TODAY. 

Mild flu-like 
symptoms.

Cough or 
cold.

Sore throat or  
runny nose.

If you have any of these symptoms, get tested today and save lives.

THERE will be no Leongatha 
Daffodil Festival in 2020.

It’s the first time in 63 years 
the spring festival has not 
been held.

President of the Leongatha 
Horticultural Society, Sandra 
Macdonald, announced the 
sad news to members and 
supporters this week.

“It’s disappointing that the 
show won’t go ahead, how-
ever, even if the restrictions 
were to be relaxed, the work 
that should have been done to 
get the show up and running, 
couldn’t have happened due 
to the uncertainty of how long 
this would last. Also, we’re not 
sure that people would want to 
attend a large gathering given 
the seriousness of the situa-
tion, even if there were to be 
a further relaxation of restric-
tions.

“I’ll be in touch very soon re-
garding the Rose Show,” Mrs 
Macdonald said of the 49th 
running of the event later this 
year.

“Stay well and enjoy your 
garden.”

Daffodil  
Festival  

officially off

WONTHAGGI’S brand-new 
cannabis extraction facility 
has signed its first interna-
tional supply deal with New 
Zealand.

MediPharm Labs Australia 
will supply white-label, can-
nabis oil products to New 
Zealand-based biotech com-
pany Helius Therapeutics.

Under the initial two-year 
term, Helius Therapeutics 

will distribute the medicinal 
cannabis products under its 
own brand to licensed phar-
macies across New Zealand.

“New Zealand is poised to 
see increased demand from 
patients for medicinal canna-
bis as new rules put in place 
this month are expected to 
make it easier, while provid-
ing more confidence for doc-
tors looking to prescribe me-

dicinal cannabis products,” 
said MediPharm Labs Aus-
tralia CEO Warren Everitt.

The agreement will come 
into effect once New Zealand 
Medicines and Medical Devic-
es Safety Authority (Medsafe) 
confirm that the products 
meet applicable New Zealand 
quality and regulatory stan-
dards for medicinal cannabis 
products.

Historic shipwreck revealed
EROSION of the beach at In-

verloch, especially in the past 
48 hours, has revealed never 
before seen sections of the 
Amazon shipwreck of 1863.

Sections of the upper deck 
of the boat can be seen west of 
the Inverloch Surf Lifesaving 
Club at low tide.

Members of the Amazon 
1863 Project Inc group have 
taken a keen interest in the 
wreck and have applied for 
a Living Heritage Grant of up 
to $30,000 to assist with the 
preservation of the wreck and 
to prepare an interpretive dis-
play for visitors.

See the Sentinel-Times’ 
Facebook page for a video and 
interview at the site this week.

Cannabis oil from Wonthaggi to NZ

www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au
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visit vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS

THANK YOU VICTORIA

Thank you Victoria. 

For the way we’ve faced these past few weeks. 

With courage. With humility. And with hope. 

We may have been knocked down, but we’ve stood up. 

We’ve kept our distance, we’ve looked out for each other 
and we’ve kept our cool. 

With a newfound respect for handshakes, and an even 
deeper appreciation for hugs, we are spending time apart.

But we’ve never been more united. 

And it’s the Victorians at the forefront of fighting this virus 
that we are most proud of. 

Our health care workers, our supermarket staff, our bus 
drivers, our cleaners and so many more. 

Every worker who – no matter what – puts themselves out 
there to help all of us through all of this.

The best way we can help them, is by doing the opposite. 

By staying home. And staying positive. 

Respecting their efforts means respecting the restrictions. 

And, we can all see that slowly, it’s working. 

Yes, there is still a way to go. But we can’t stop now.

Because staying apart keeps protecting our health system. 

Staying apart keeps saving lives. 

Staying apart keeps us together.

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

www.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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THE intersection of Lynnes 
and Inverloch-Kongwak 
Roads, Wattle Bank, has been 
a problem for years.

Coming from the Korum-
burra side in particular, the 
sight distances are not good, 
partly due to the trees on  
approach and a rise in the  
terrain.

And, unfortunately, it can also 
 be a high-speed section of 
the road, after drivers have 
come through the corners 
near Harman Wines and  
decide to put the foot down.

It has been the site of many 
bad accidents and several  
fatalities.

The intersection needed 
some creative thinking to 
make it safer and Regional 
Roads Victoria, together with 
its contractors, including  
Innovative Traffic Solutions, 
installed ‘Side Road Activated 
Speed Technology’ for the first 
time in Bass Coast.

The Member for Bass,  
Jordan Crugnale, has wel-
comed the initiative.

“We’ve brought the inno-
vative Side Road Activated 

Speed technology into Bass 
for the first time, making the 
Korumburra-Inverloch and 
Lynnes Road intersection  
safer.”

The new sensor-activated 
electronic speed signs are 
located on both sides of the 
intersection for Korumburra-
Inverloch Road users, giving 
drivers more time to move 

through the crossroads with a 
better chance to react if traffic 
fails to give way.

The project forms part of 
the $1.4 billion investment in 
safer roads from the Towards 
Zero Action Plan, delivered 
in partnership between the 
Transport Accident Com-
mission (TAC) and Regional 
Roads Victoria.

A regional first technology is helping to keep rural roads 
drivers safe between Inverloch and Korumburra.

Technology first for  
dangerous intersection

INTEREST in joining the 
CFA spiked in the wake of last 
summer’s devastating bush-
fires but local brigades are 
now faced with a new chal-
lenge – retaining that interest 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

Korumburra CFA captain 
Shane Maskell said the CFA 
had issued a directive to all 
brigades that all non-essential 
training and meetings were to 
be cancelled until future no-
tice. 

“We had heightened interest 
[in joining the CFA] post-bush-
fire season,” Captain Maskell 
said.

“But the current situation 
has calmed them down a bit 
because people are staying 
away from things that are not 
essential to them right now.”

Captain Maskell said one 
person had gone through the 
process to become a member 
at Korumburra but could not 
undertake their basic training 
to attend call outs.

Brigades have introduced 
extra sanitising steps to pro-
tect the health of members. 

Non-essential training has been put on 
 hold for CFA volunteers.

Virus dampens CFA interest
CLICK HERE

for mobile 
friendly version

METRO news services report-
ed last week that most of the $4 
million in gold, jewellery and 
cash stolen from a gold dealer 
in Melbourne during the week 
was recovered from a rural 
property at Dollar.

According to the report, Karl 
Kamachi, 48, allegedly aimed 
a Glock handgun at the dealer 
inside the Collins Street build-
ing before making off with $3.9 
million in valuables on Monday 
last week.

Detectives found what they 
described as “significant quan-
tities” of gold bullion and cash 
stashed alongside a loaded 
handgun and stolen number 
plates when they raided homes 
in Hawthorn East, Fitzroy, and 
a rural property in Dollar in 
South Gippsland.

Police reportedly enlisted the 
help of SES volunteers in dig-
ging up the gold bars at Dollar.

Mr Kachami was arrested 
on Wednesday and faced Mel-
bourne Magistrates’ Court on 
Thursday night.

He is facing charges of armed 
robbery, theft, false imprison-
ment, armed with criminal in-
tent, common law assault and 
two counts of non-prohibited 
person in possession of a hand-
gun.

A 48-year-old Hawthorn East 
woman was also arrested but 
later released pending further 
inquiries.

Detective Senior Constable 
Sarah Inglese told the court 
on Thursday night it was an 
ongoing investigation and  
police were still searching for  
outstanding property.

Some of the gold and valu-
ables are yet to be recovered.

Mr Kachami made no  
application for bail.

Police aren’t saying whether 
they think any of the stolen 
gold and jewellery remains 
hidden at Dollar in South 

Gippsland.

Police find 
hidden gold 

at Dollar

CLICK HERE
for mobile friendly version

https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/gold-adds-interest-to-south-gippys-dollar/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/gold-adds-interest-to-south-gippys-dollar/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/coronavirus-dampens-new-cfa-interest/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/coronavirus-dampens-new-cfa-interest/
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Search TerryWhite Chemmart
on the app store on your phone

EMAIL

CALL US

TerryWhite Chemmart
Leongatha
P: 5662 2183
leongatha@ourlocalpharmacy.com.au

TerryWhite Chemmart
Inverloch
P: 5674 1652
inverloch@ourlocalpharmacy.com.au

TerryWhite Chemmart
Korumburra
P: 5655 1555
korumburra@ourlocalpharmacy.com.au

Available at TerryWhiteChemmart Leongatha, Inverloch and Korumburra. Conditions apply. See or call in store for details. TerryWhite Chemmart reserve the right to
correct printed errors. 

Download App

Leongatha  P: 03 5662 2183
Korumburra  P: 03 5655 1555
Inverloch  P: 03 5674 1652

Do you have
multiple

medications
to take?

Ask our expert
pharmacists about
this FREE service*

up toSave
$350 a year

on your medication
packs

Medicines sorted by day and when to take
Safe, simple and portable

Our easypill sachet solution gives you peace of
mind and saves you precious time

Medication managed the
EASY way

Get it for FREE!
AS OUR community remains in 

lockdown, we’re having to learn 
a new normal. We are grateful for 
the health professionals, pharma-
cists and pharmacy assistants, 
supermarket staff, farmers and 
everyone in essential jobs who are 
working hard to keep us safe and 
healthy.

As we are spending more time 
at home working, home schooling 
and staying in quarantine, here 
are some tips for staying healthy 
this winter at home:

1. Maintain a routine
Create a routine that prioritises 

things you enjoy and even things 
you have been meaning to do but 
haven’t had enough time. Read 
that book, watch that show, take 
up that new hobby. If you regularly 
catch up with friends over coffee, 
schedule video call catch ups.

2. Healthy eating and staying 
hydrated

Good nutrition and hydration 
are crucial for health, particu-
larly in times when the immune 
system might need to fight back. 
Spending longer periods of time 

at home may now offer the pos-
sibility to make those recipes you 
previously did not have time to 
make. Many healthy and delicious 
recipes can be found online. Try 
using fresh produce where pos-
sible.

Avoid drinking large amounts of 
strong coffee, strong tea, and espe-
cially caffeinated soft drinks and 
energy drinks. These may lead to 
dehydration and can negatively 
impact your sleeping patterns. 
Also remember to limit your alco-
hol intake.

3. Exercise regularly
WHO recommends 150 minutes 

of moderate-intensity or 75 min-
utes of vigorous-intensity physical 

activity per week, or a combina-
tion of both. These recommenda-
tions can still be achieved even at 
home, with no special equipment 
and with limited space.

Take short active breaks dur-
ing the day. Dancing, playing with 
children, gardening, cleaning and 
vacuuming are all ways to stay 
≠ active at home.

If you miss going to the gym, 
many online exercise classes are 
available and will get your heart 
racing.

If you are working from home, 
why not stand and walk around 
the house while you are making 
a phone call instead of sitting 
down.

4. Keep taking your medication
Most doctors are now conduct-

ing consults via telehealth and are 
able to send prescriptions directly 
to your pharmacy. Your health 
is our priority, please do not let 
yourself go without vital medica-
tion. Call your pharmacist and 
discuss how your medication can 
be prepared in a monthly pack 
and delivered to you.

Ailu Liu
Pharmacist
Terry White 
Chemmart 
Leongatha

COVID-19 Update
THE local community has 

once again commemorated 
firefighter Bill Slade, as part 
of International Firefighters 
Day on Monday, May 4.

Also known as St. Florian’s 
Day after the patron saint 
of firefighters, the day was 
marked across Australia and 
around the world yesterday 
to commemorate the firefight-
ers who have tragically lost 
their lives protecting lives and 
property.

Nine firefighters lost their 
lives during the recent dev-
astating 2019/20 bushfires, 
including two Forest Fire Man-
agement Victoria firefighters, 
Mat Kavanagh and Bill Slade, 
and DELWP contractor David 
Moresi.

The long and challenging fire 
season saw 1.5 million hect-
ares burnt across Victoria and 
17 million hectares impacted 
by fire across Australia.

Three American firefighters 
who died when their water-
bombing aircraft crashed in 
southern New South Wales 
were members of the brave 
contingent of more than 900 
international personnel from 
the US, Canada and New Zea-
land deployed across Austra-
lia to battle the blazes.

Tribute to fallen 
firefighters

https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/tribute-to-fallen-firefighters/
https://www.terrywhitechemmart.com.au/healthapp/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=twcm.main
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/terrywhite-chemmart-health/id1371330065?ls=1
mailto:leongatha@ourlocalpharmacy.com.au
mailto:inverloch@ourlocalpharmacy.com.au
mailto:korumburra@ourlocalpharmacy.com.au
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Pokémon found
THE mobile phone game of 

Pokémon has taken on a new 
look in Wonthaggi and it doesn’t 
even require a phone or app.

There have been multiple re-
ported sightings of the yellow, 
rodent-like creature with pow-
erful electrical abilities, but it’s 
believed no one has yet cap-
tured an elusive Pikachu. 

Wonthaggi’s Pikachu has es-
caped the game and been seen 
riding around town on a motor-
cycle.

Have you captured a photo-
graph of Pikachu? Share it via 
email news@sgst.com.au. 

Wipe the bench
THINK twice before touching 

or using park benches or other 
outdoor furniture in the South 
Gippsland Shire Council area.

A council spokesperson said 
it was not taking extra mea-
sures to sanitise public infra-
structure because “as the cur-
rent stay at home measures 
require people to only leave 
their homes for essential rea-
sons, we expect they wouldn’t 
be used as frequently.”

The spokesperson recom-
mended anyone using the out-
door furniture, such as for a 
necessary rest, to “consider 
their own health protection”. 

Reading at home
LEONGATHA Primary School 

is making sure students have 
the books they need for their 
remote learning.

Grade 5 teachers donned 
gloves to sort books and place 
them into named ziplock bags 
in class tubs in the office foyer. 

Families were then asked to 
use hand sanitiser when col-
lecting the books which will be 
used in remote learning classes 
from Thursday, May 7.

IN BRIEF

• Obituary: Bruce Gibson

A LEADING figure in the 
stock and real estate industry 
in Gippsland has died.

Bruce Gibson of Inverloch, 
grandson of the founder of 
Alex Scott and Staff, passed 
away on Wednesday, April 29, 
aged 91.

His son, Tom Gibson, has 
provided a brief account of 
his father’s life, dominated 
by 70 years in the Alex Scott 
business:

Dad came to the Dandenong 
Market in 1950 when he was 
21 to help his uncle, Stewart 
Scott, as the third generation 
in the family business, Alex 
Scott & Co where he learnt 
the Stock and Station busi-
ness.

He spent time around 
south-west Gippsland in Ko-
rumburra, Warragul and 
Mornington stock yards and 
at Newmarket.

He was an auctioneer at the 
Dandenong yards in Cleeland 
Street and then the Chelten-
ham Road yards when cattle 
initially arrived by train.

He represented the industry 
as a board member of RESI, 
the predecessor of the REIV, 
and with the Victorian Stock 
Agents Association.

He was instrumental to the 
expansion of Alex Scott & 
Co, becoming the managing  
director in the 1980s and to 
inviting staff shareholdings 
and changing the company 
name to Alex Scott & Staff in 
1992, where he was the chair-
man for the next 22 years, 
overseeing the company’s 
growth to 14 offices.

He was an active board 
member, regularly attending 
our meetings and was part of 
our first ‘Zoom’ board meet-

ing two weeks ago, providing 
valuable input and insight 
and achieving 70 years with 
the company.

He had a great love of cat-
tle and sheep and continued 
working on his beloved Inver-
loch farm every day, with his 
wife of 60 years, Anne, until 
he suffered a heart attack last 
Sunday, passing as he wished 
yesterday, without any fuss.

Bruce was born in NSW 
and at the age of 21 he was 
seconded from Murwillum-
bah where he had been work-
ing, to Dandenong Market in 
1950.

Bruce and Anne were active 
in the South Gippsland com-
munity, playing golf at Leon-
gatha and bridge at Inverloch 
and Newhaven. Bruce was a 
long-term member of Rotary.

He taught family members 
to play golf at Montuna in the 
1960s and he played regularly 
throughout his life mainly at 
Kingston Heath, Cranbourne, 
Tweed Heads, Chinderah and 
Leongatha South golf courses. 
He also played tennis, rode 

his horse from Healesville 
to Canberra with Anne, and 
for stockwork and loved his 
morning swims.

He was a very competitive 
bridge player winning many 
events and travelling to com-
pete, with memberships at 
Berwick, San Remo, Inver-
loch, Tweed Heads and Mur-
willumbah.

His childhood love of north-
ern NSW never ceased and he 
enjoyed his winter escapes to 
Coolangatta.

He was also a strong patri-
arch of his family and had an 
active interest and support 
for his children: Tom, Na-
nette, Stewart and Cathie and 
their families. The family tra-
dition in the Alex Scott busi-
ness continues with his son 
Tom, a director of the firm 
and licensed real estate agent, 
and grandson Tim, a stock-
man and auctioneer.

The family will have a pri-
vate funeral in line with CO-
VID-19 restrictions and will 
follow with a memorial ser-
vice at a suitable time.

Stock and station industry  
patriarch passes

Bruce Gibson had two families, his own extended family and 
the team at Alex Scott and Staff; here with son Tom, grandson 

Tim and great granddaughter Eli.

PHILLIP Island SES was 
called out to 11 jobs last  
Friday and Saturday as the 
area was hammered by an 
arctic blast.

Minor flooding in resi-
dential areas, trees across 
roads, other trees threat-
ening to fall on houses and 
damage caused by the wind 
was included in a summary 
provided by SES member 
Ray Desem who was on 
duty right across the week-
end.

At Wonthaggi SES, con-
troller Jarrod Hargreaves 

reported 10 call outs with 
volunteers also removing 
trees from the road on their 
way to other jobs.

“There weren’t as many 
trees down this time. I 
think the last one cleaned 
those up, but we did some 
sandbagging for flood pro-
tection at a couple of hous-
es in Wonthaggi,” he said.

They also attended to roof-
ing iron lifting from several 
commercial premises.

Power went off at San 
Remo and on Phillip Island 
over the weekend.

CLICK HERE
for mobile friendly version

Controller of the Phillip Island SES Allen O’Connor and 
volunteers including Ray Desem had a busy weekend 

responding to calls of flooding, trees down and wind damage 
to houses and commercial premises. m321820

SES helps us weather the storm

https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/stock-and-station-industry-patriarch-passes/
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ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
Wednesday 22 April 2020 
2.00pm - Council Chambers, Leongatha 
Whilst COVID-19 Pandemic restrictions 
are in force, access to the live stream will 
be the ‘open’ component of this Meeting. 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Expressions of Interest to present and 
submit questions to Council are still 
invited. During the COVID-19 restrictions 
Council has adapted its usual open 
sessions, the Council Business Team will 
make contact with those parties who  
register an Expression of Interest. View 
at www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/ 
councilmeetings
Please contact the Council Business 
Team on 5662 9200 should you require 
assistance with any aspect of Council 
Meetings.

WORKS THIS WEEK
To see a list of works that Council will be  
undertaking this week, please visit our 
website: 
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/works

www.planning.vic.gov.au/public-inspection 
or alternatively at South Gippsland Shire 
Council’s website at  
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/c90
STUART MENZIES - Director State Planning 
Services - Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

BAIR STREET PROJECT
Underground electrical works are currently 
underway. For information and updates on 
the project, please visit:  
www.bairstreet.com.au

CONTACT US
9 Smith Street, Leongatha
03 5662 9200
council@southgippsland.vic.gov.au
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au
www.facebook.com/ 
southgippslandshirecouncil

Please note: Our customer service centre is 
closed to face-to-face interactions  
indefinitely due to COVID-19. 

As we all continue to stay at home during 
the COVID-19 crisis it can become difficult 
to think of ways to pass the time.

In case you are beginning to get cabin-fever 
here are a few things you can do to spend 
your time and feel connected even while we 
are all physically apart:
• Call or video chat with a loved one
• Get active - a walk outside while social 

distancing is a great way to break up 
your day

• Utilise our online library service such 
as online story time at  
www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au

• Take part in an online virtual  
experience - some great ones are 

being hosted by Zoos Victoria and the 
Melbourne Museum

 
By staying home we are all doing our part 
to help slow the spread of this virus, so we 
can return to a sense of normality sooner.

If you have been heavily impacted by 
COVID-19 you can contact us on 5662 
9200 and we will provide local assistance 
options to help during this time.

If you have been finding it difficult to adjust 
to self-isolation we urge you to please 
reach out for support through BeyondBlue 
on 1300 22 4636, Lifeline on 13 11 14 and 
Kid’s Helpline on 1800 55 1800.

Keeping Ourselves Entertained 
While We Stay At Home

South Gippsland Shire Council News

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT C90
Planning and Environment Act 1987  
SOUTH GIPPSLAND PLANNING SCHEME
The Minister for Planning has approved 
Amendment C90 to the South Gippsland  
Planning Scheme. The Amendment comes 
into operation on the date this notice is  
published in the Victoria Government Gazette. 
The Amendment implements the  
recommendations of the South Gippsland 
Housing and Settlement Strategy 2013 by 
introducing changes to the Municipal  
Strategic Statement and the Local Planning 
Policy Framework; applying the Restructure 
Overlay to old and inappropriate subdivisions 
across the municipality; updating the  
Schedule to Clause 72.04 by inserting the 
incorporated document titled ‘Restructure 
Plans for Old and Inappropriate Subdivisions 
in South Gippsland Shire (August 2019)’ and 
deleting a redundant incorporated document; 
making zone and overlay changes; and  
making other procedural changes to the 
Schedules to Clause 45.05, Clause 51.01 and 
Clause 72.03. A copy of the Amendment can 
be inspected, free of charge, at the  
Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning website at  

Support Local Businesses!
Our local businesses need our support 
now more than ever due to COVID-19  
restrictions. Shop local when you can 
to help them get through this crisis.
Have a look at how our local  
businesses are adapting and show 
your support: 
www.shopsouthgippsland.com.au

www.shopsouthgippsland.com.au
www.facebook.com/southgippslandshirecouncil
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/works
www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au
www.planning.vic.gov.au/public-inspection
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/c90
www.bairstreet.com.au
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WE hope that everyone continues to 
manage as best they can with the current 
circumstances surrounding COVID-19. 
We know that our reality has changed im-
mensely over the last month or so and we 
thank everyone who has been staying at 
home and doing everything they can to re-
duce the spread.

At Council we have been working hard 
with the Municipal Emergency Management 
Planning Committee to respond to the ar-
rangements identified in the State Relief 
Plan – such as providing support to those 
that ring the Victorian COVID-19 Hotline on 
1800 675 398 for assistance.

This committee is meeting weekly and is 
made up of external agencies such as the 
Salvation Army, Red Cross, community 
houses and our emergency services. They 
have reported an increase of assistance re-
quests in recent weeks and we are thankful 
that such services are available for those 
that need help across our community.

The 50,000 surgical face masks donated 
by ViPlus to Council are still awaiting deliv-
ery but as soon as they arrive the commit-
tee will distribute 7500 to each Gippsland 
Council and 5000 to the regional Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services office 
who will provide them to medical facilities 
and essential service providers within the 
region. We are so grateful that such a need-
ed donation has been offered and we thank 
ViPlus for their efforts that will support our 
frontline workers across all of Gippsland.

We also have an internal Relief and Recov-
ery Working Group that has been formed 
that supports the decisions and advice of 
the Municipal Emergency Management 
Planning Committee. This working group 
consists of Council staff who determine the 
best ways in which we can help through 
Council’s internal departments.

Having both the committee and working 
group meeting weekly is a wonderful effort 
so we would like to thank the external agen-
cies and our Council staff who have been 
working hard to provide this support to 
our local community. This is also a timely 
reminder that if you are being adversely 
impacted by COVID-19 and need support 
please contact Council on 5662 9200 where 
we will be able to provide or connect you 
with appropriate local assistance for your 
situation.

The Red Cross has also released COVID 
CONNECT which is a new national tele-
phone service to help build connections as 
the pandemic brings a sharp increase in 
people reporting feelings of social isolation 
and loneliness. You can register for COVID 
CONNECT at redcross.org.au or by ringing 
1800 733 276 during business hours.

We know that it is tough right now for a lot 
of people but we hope that you all know we 
are here ready to assist in any way that we 
can. We will get through this if we all con-
tinue to work together as a community and 
support each other. 

Julie Eisenbise, Christian Zahra AM 
and Rick Brown - Administrators

Administrators’ 
Message

A free-range goose farm is planned for historic Tullaree homestead.

CLICK HERE
for mobile 

friendly version

A NEW chapter is set to be written at 
Buffalo’s historic Tullaree Homestead.

Best known as the home of the lady 
of the swamp, Margaret Clement who 
disappeared in 1952, the McRae Road 
property is on track to become home 
to more than 8000 geese, ducks and 
other poultry.

The property changed hands in  
January this year and in early April, 
the new owners lodged a planning per-
mit application with South Gippsland 
Shire Council to operate as a free-
range poultry operation.

Council’s statutory planning coordi-
nator Peter Bergman said the applica-
tion was to keep a maximum of 8200 
birds at any one time. About 90 per 
cent of the birds would be geese which 
have a growing period of up to six 

months before they can be processed 
into products. 

Council is seeking more information 
from the applicant before making a 
decision. 

It seems not even a global pandemic 
can stop development in the region 
with various planning permit appli-
cations lodged since the coronavirus 
outbreak began, including a service 
station and convenience restaurant on 
Sanders Road, Korumburra, a bakery 
in Stanley Street, Toora and a medical 
centre in McCartin Street, Leongatha. 

Other permit applications include a 
childcare centre in Ruddville Avenue, 
Korumburra, a dwelling and winery in 
Soldiers Road, Fish Creek, as well as 
the usual selection of dwellings, sub-
divisions and agricultural buildings. 

Poultry future 
for Tullaree

COUNCIL BRIEFS

Applauding their efforts
SOUTH Gippsland Shire Council  

administrators stood and applauded 
the community, emergency service 
workers and front-line workers for 
their efforts during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The heartfelt tribute came as coun-
cil opened its second ordinary meet-
ing behind closed doors and only 
available to the public and media via 
livestream. 

Chief administrator Julie Eisenbise 
said she wanted to acknowledge emer-
gency service workers, healthcare 
workers, people working in supermar-
kets and those keeping other stores 
open as well as “our farmers who are 
feeding the nation at the moment” .

She also praised community mem-
bers who were checking in on their 
neighbours, cooking meals and 
shopping for others.

Together again
Council’s three administrators 

did not meet face-to-face between 
the March and April ordinary coun-
cil meetings, instead relying on 
technology for briefings and other 
meetings.

Ms Eisenbise also noted admin-
istrators were fully reliant on tech-
nology instead of printed papers for 
the April council meeting.

Although the Victorian Parliament 
last month passed the Omnibus 
(Emergency Services ) Bill to allow 
for virtual council meetings, South 
Gippsland Shire Council will con-
tinue to meet in person.

“Council is confident that safe 
social distancing measures can 
continue as numbers in the  
wcouncil chamber can be kept to a 
minimum,” a spokesperson said.

https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/free-range-goose-farm-plan-for-tullaree/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/free-range-goose-farm-plan-for-tullaree/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/south-gippsland-shire-council-meeting-briefs/
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Melina Bath MP

Gippslanders,
thank you. 
For shopping local and 

saving local jobs.

Melina BATH MP
MEMBER FOR EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

saving local jobs.

Melina 

To enrol your child in funded three-year-old OR four-year-old 

kindergarten for next year, you will need to register now. 

Kindergarten enrolment is centralised through South Gippsland 

Shire Council. Simply complete a single enrolment form and 

nominate your kindergarten preferences. Enrolments must be 

lodged by 30 June.  

You can enrol at:
www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/centralenrolment

For more information, please phone 5662 9200 or text your 

contact details to 0459 079 442 and we will call you back.

Is your child ready for kindergarten in 2021?

Central enrolment for three-year old 
and four-year old kindergarten

SOUTH GIPPSLAND
CLOSES 30 JUNE

THERE has been no  
increase in the number of 
COVID-19 cases in five of 
Gippsland’s six munici-
palities for several weeks 
now despite a dramatic 
increase in the number of 
people being tested.

The most recent posi-
tive was for the Wellington 
Shire, on April 28, almost 
a week ago.

In its COVID-19 update 
on Monday, May 4, the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) 
reported the total num-
ber of coronavirus cases 
in Victoria is 1406 – an 
increase of 22 since Sun-
day (19 meat workers, two 
from overseas and one un-
der investigation).

There were no new 
deaths reported yesterday. 
To date, 18 people have 
died from coronavirus in 
Victoria.

A further 100,000 people 
are being tested in the next 
week and Chief Health Of-
ficer Professor Brett Sut-
ton has asked for commu-
nity support.

“We are asking Victorians 

to again play their part and 
get tested if they have symp-
toms, because the more 
tests we do, the more data 
we have about the preva-
lence of coronavirus in the 
community.

“People with common 
symptoms of coronavi-
rus including fever, chills, 
cough, sore throat, short-
ness of breath, runny nose 
or loss of sense of smell 
– however mild – are en-
couraged to get tested.”

Emergency service work-
ers, construction workers 
and those in face-to-face 
roles are also being en-
couraged to get tested this 
week.

In Gippsland, the fol-
lowing positive tests have 
been recorded: Bass 
Coast 4, Baw Baw 4, East 
Gippsland 1, Latrobe City 
7 and South Gippsland 5 
with near neighbours Car-
dinia 14 and Casey 55.

There are only four rea-
sons for Victorians to leave 
their home: food and sup-
plies, medical care and 
care giving, exercise, and 
work or education.

Gippsland COVID-19 
cases stable at 32

Nurse and new mum Bridie Behmeris with baby Otis are  
pictured with medical staff from Foster and nurses from both 

South Gippsland Hospital and Bass Coast Health.

MOTHERS from the Corner Inlet 
and Bass Coast communities are 
enjoying a new maternity suite at 
South Gippsland Hospital in Foster.

During the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Bass Coast Health and South 
Gippsland Hospital have been 
working together to provide birth-
ing services at Foster for those 
mums who are neither confirmed 
or suspected of having COVID-19. 

A robust ante-natal care pro-
gram has been established so ex-
pectant mothers do not need to 
travel to Foster for most of their 
care. Instead, they have a number 
of telehealth consultations and 
then meet with the experienced 
obstetricians closer to their due 
date.

Almost 40 women from Bass 

Coast Shire are booked in to give 
birth at South Gippsland Hospital 
where they will be well served by 
many experienced obstetricians 
from Foster Medical Centre and 
specialist consultant obstetricians 
who are on call 24/7 for more 
complex births.

A second birth suite has been 
established and a number of the 
midwives from Bass Coast Health 
have temporarily transferred to 
work at South Gippsland Hospi-
tal to cater for an increase in the 
number of expected births during 
the pandemic.

A new operating theatre will re-
place the existing theatre and will 
provide state-of-the-art facilities 
for those women who need a Cae-
sarean section.

Birth of a new era

www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au/centralenrolment
mailto:melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au
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During self-isolation, Peter Wilkinson of  
North Wonthaggi picked up his acoustic guitar  
again for the first time in a number of years.

AS some people have discovered, 
picking up an instrument they 
haven’t played in years can have 
a positive influence on mood and 
emotions during self-isolation.

Peter Wilkinson of North Won-
thaggi shared with the Sentinel-
Times that he had picked up his 
acoustic guitar again for the first 
time in a number of years.

“It really keeps my brain and 
memory function active,”  the 
72-year-old said.

“It is helping me keep sane dur-
ing this time of isolation.” 

Music is one of the most pow-
erful influences on human mood 
and behaviour, according to  

Australian Catholic University 
Professor of Music Tim McKenry.

“Music helps us process and ex-
press emotions which is particu-
larly important at a time when we 
are experiencing so much change 
and uncertainty,”  Professor  
McKenry said.

“At this time of social isolation, 
we can magnify the connections 
we are able to have, whether by 
having family music time or by 
connecting with neighbours, as 
Italians have demonstrated so 
beautifully by singing from their 
balconies.”

By Shelby Brooks

Restart the music

BACK in the late ‘60s, small inflatable 
boats were being utilised by the military 
for operational purposes around the 
world and becoming more popular by 
the day.

During the ‘70s, the applications for 
these small craft expanded and found 
their way into surf lifesaving.

As the ‘80s drew to a close, the inflat-
able rescue boat (IRB) had replaced 
the old belt and reel as the front-line 
defence for rescues on Australian 
beaches. 

Today’s IRBs are light, manoeu-
vrable and extremely capable in surf 
up to 15 feet high.

Sporting a 25 horsepower out-
board, these ‘Rubber Duckies’ can hit 
40km/h, making them the fastest res-
cue craft available for surf lifesaving.

The Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club 
recently took delivery of the newest 

version of these IRBs and it has been 
a hit with all the members involved in 
the operation of these craft.

This would not have been possible 
without the generous support of the 
Inverloch and District Community 
Bendigo Bank Branch.

The club and the bank have had a 
fantastic relationship for nearly 15 
years and “we wouldn’t been anywhere 
near what we are today without them”, 
said the club’s treasurer, Rob O’Neill.

“It is only through the support of 
folks like the Bendigo that we are able 
to have the best equipment available 
to keep visitors to our beaches safe 
and make their day at the beach an 
enjoyable one.”

The Inverloch and District Commu-
nity Bendigo Bank Branch has also re-
cently welcomed Dianne Clarke to the 
role of customer relationship officer.

Inverloch Surf Life Saving Club treasurer Rob O’Neill 
gratefully accepts a cheque on behalf of the club from 
new Inverloch and District Community Bendigo Bank 
Branch customer relationship officer, Dianne Clarke.

Inverloch  
to the rescue

IS remote learning working for your 
kids? We put that question to our 
Facebook readers, and 52 per cent 
voted no.

Mel Batten said her daughters, aged 
10 and 15, were struggling.

“We’ve just managed to switch up 
our schedules so someone is home 
during school hours to help and keep 
them motivated,” she said.

“School work is bloody hard some-
times and I’ve googled so much this 
past few weeks trying to help them.” 

But she is staying optimistic.
“I’m positive this is the best option 

for right now, so we’ll keep doing our 
best. Remember to breathe!”

Bree Schepemaker said her child 
in year 12 was actually finding school 
easier at home, but that her younger 
child in grade 6 needed a lot of direc-
tion. 

De-Leigh McKenzie said she was 
also finding it fairly difficult.

“My 11-year-old needs a lot of help 
and direction about what to do and 
loses focus very easily,” she said. 

“I’m finding it hard to find the time 
especially when I am still working 
and running the household too.”

Sarah Lubeck said she was home 
schooling three kids aged six, seven 
and eight.

“First week was hard - now we are 
into the swing of things,” she said.

“Worst thing is that I’m working 
with the kids until 2-2.30pm then 
have to go to work at three until six. 
So it’s exhausting.”

Kaarina Noble said she was strug-
gling because they couldn’t get NBN.

“We finally found a satellite compa-
ny that is offering unmetered data for 
schooling so hopefully things will get 
easier once we’re up and running,” 
she said.

“The schools have been great 
though sending work home with the 
bus driver.”

Not alone in  
remote learning 

struggles
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www.gippsreal.net.au 

03 5662 2529 

info@gippsreal.net.au 

*First mortgage investments with Gippsreal are not bank deposits and there is a risk that investors may achieve lower than expected returns. For further details regarding Gippsreal’s                      
financial product  please read our current Product Disclosure Statement a copy of which can be obtained from our website or office. 

A R E  Y O U  S E E K I N G  C A P I TA L  S TA B I L I T Y  
A N D  A  R E G U L A R  M O N T H LY  I N C O M E ?  

4.75  % 
p.a 
var 

I N T E R E S T  R AT E  F R O M 
M I N  1 2  M O N T H  T E R M 

* 

THIS week’s edition will conclude the in-
vestment choice analogy using a team 
sport such as AFL or netball. The re-

maining positions to expand and dissect are the 
‘midfielders’ (alternative assets) who are gener-
ally the ball winners or play makers and they 
come in all shapes and sizes.

Ruckman (R), Ruck-Rover (RR), 
Rover (RO) and Centre (C)

The R, RR, RO and C collectively make up 
the midfield in AFL whilst netball only has the 
C. Each position has a distinct role, however, 
in keeping it simple, these players are usually 
the play makers across the entire ground or 
court and are essential positions in their team 
as, more often than not. they have the ball in 
their hands most of the time and can play both 
offensively and defensively. They also display a 
broad range of playing styles.

Similarly, alternative assets may be likened to 
the midfielders and centre in that it is difficult 
to classify them as a purely defensive asset or 
purely an attacking asset. They do not conform 
to traditional investment classification models, 
are a more complex investment choice. and are 
therefore difficult to explain in simple terms. 
One characteristic of an alternative asset that 
is consistent is that typically they don’t corre-
late* with traditional investments (cash, fixed 
interest, property and shares). This allows for 
extra diversification in a portfolio and hence 
why alternative assets can be a popular invest-
ment asset to hold.

*Correlation in investing is the relationship 
between two or more assets movement. For ex-
ample, if the share market and property mar-
ket both go up simultaneously the two assets 
would be deemed a positive correlation as they 
moved in the same direction at the same time.

There are a myriad of alternative investment 
choices, however, some more commonly known 
types include infrastructure and commodities 
(real assets such as gold and oil) whilst less 
commonly known alternative investment op-
tions include hedge funds and venture capital, 
all of which may help lower volatility, enhance 
returns and broaden diversification.

Infrastructure in an investment context typi-
cally includes: transport (roads, bridges, tun-
nels, parking, airports, ports), utilities (water, 
sewerage, waste, energy networks, storage, 
power generation) and communications (satel-

lites, towers, transmission, cable networks) as 
well as healthcare and education facilities. Due 
to the long duration of infrastructure assets it 
can provide a defensive element to a portfolio 
whilst generally offering predictable cash flows 
in the form of long-term contracts (e.g. gas and 
oil pipelines) and user charges (e.g. tollways 
and airports). 

Historically, investing in infrastructure was 
difficult to access due to the large outlay of cap-
ital required, however, retail investors can now 
more readily access this asset class via man-
aged funds and exchange traded funds. Perfor-
mance can vary significantly. For example, one 
infrastructure fund offered in Australia has re-
turned 7.54 per cent per annum over the last 
five years yet in the last three months has re-
turned negative 9.54 per cent*. This illustrates 
the volatility of returns and performance can 
vary significantly when comparing listed or un-
listed infrastructure, and domestic or global 
infrastructure. 

The minimum timeframe for investing in 
infrastructure is typically five years and this 
asset class in general can be a great way to di-
versify an investment portfolio but bearing in 
mind that like all investments, it does have its 
own risks and therefore understanding these 
before investing in them is always highly rec-
ommended. 

* AMP Capital Core Infrastructure Fund as at 
March 31, 2020.

Commodities
Commodities as we generally think of 

them are raw materials that we either con-
sume directly, such as food, or use to cre-
ate other products, such as iron ore. Like  
infrastructure, commodities can also be  
invested in rather than used and is another 
type of alternative investment. 

The raw materials or real assets most  
notably known are precious metals (gold, sil-
ver and nickel), agriculture products (rice, 
wheat and livestock) and energy resources (gas 
and oil). The pros of commodities generally in-
clude a potential hedge against inflation (the 
price tends to increase at the rate of inflation), 
low correlation to the share market movement 
(historically shares and gold don’t follow the 

same direction) and potential higher growth 
(demand of commodities increases a demand 
in price). Conversely, the cons of commodities 
are risk to capital caused by world events, gov-
ernment regulations on importing and export-
ing, as well as volatility to returns which can be 
extreme, such as agricultural supplies affected 
by weather conditions. 

Investing in commodities is usually done via 
exchange-traded products and/or future con-
tracts (which carry their own risk as it involves 
buying or selling a particular asset for a speci-
fied price on a specified future date, meaning 
the asset is never actually bought, only the con-
tract is exchanged). Performance of commodi-
ties will vary greatly depending on the specific 
commodity invested in. For example, invest-
ing in gold via an exchange-traded fund has 
returned 3.49 per cent over the last 10 years 
compared to oil and gas which has returned 
negative 7.19 per cent over the same period*. 
As illustrated, the difference between the re-
turns of two types of commodities is significant 
and therefore a long-term approach to this  
asset class is usually a prudent strategy. 

* BlackRock iShares Gold Trust and iShares 
Oil & Gas Exploration & Production, respec-
tively as at March 31, 2020.

To conclude, alternative investments like 
their analogous midfield counterparts repre-
sent a diverse range of characteristics display-
ing both offensive and defensive traits. They 
generally offer greater diversification which 
is one of the main reasons they are held in a 
portfolio, however, as mentioned in this article, 
due to their unique nature, returns vary greatly 
and as they don’t conform to traditional invest-
ment classifications it is difficult to accurately 
allocate these investments into a defensive or 
growth category.

For more information, contact David on  
5662 2529 or info@gippsreal.net.au.

The information above does not constitute 
financial or other professional advice and is 
general in nature. It does not take into account 
your specific circumstances and should not be 
acted on without a full understanding of your 
current situation and future goals and objec-
tives by a fully qualified financial advisor. Be-
fore you make any decision about whether to 
acquire a certain financial product, you should 
obtain and read the relevant product disclo-
sure statement.

By David Caporale,  
Investment Manager of Gippsreal Limited

The midfielders 
- Alternative assets

• FINANCIAL LITERACY MADE SIMPLE
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HELP is still available for people 
experiencing family violence during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

With the financial and social 
pressures of job losses and rising 
costs, as well as people spending 
more time together at home, there 
is increased potential for family 
violence.

Bass Coast Health (BCH) team 
coordinator of counselling, Cara 
Hammond, is urging people not to 
suffer alone.

“We are reminding people that 
if they are finding themselves in a 
situation of family violence to let 
someone know,” she said.

“Reach out to someone – a trust-
ed friend or a professional like 
your GP – because we want people 
to know they have support.”

Family violence occurs in many 
forms and is any behaviour that 
causes a family member to fear for 
their own or another family mem-
ber’s safety.

Family violence is behaviour 
which may be isolating, dominat-
ing, physical, psychological, finan-
cial, sexual or emotional in nature.

BCH continues to provide coun-
selling services to people impacted 
by family violence during the pan-
demic. All counselling services at 
BCH are free and confidential.

To make a counselling refer-
ral with Bass Coast Health during 
business hours, phone 5671 3343 
and ask for the Access team.

If you or someone you know is 
impacted by sexual assault, domes-
tic or family violence, call 1800RE-
SPECT on 1800 737 732 or visit 
1800RESPECT.org.au. In an emer-
gency, call triple zero (000).

Family violence  
support continues

WOMEN’S Health in the South 
East and Gippsland Women’s 
Health were two of the 12 wom-
en’s health services in Victoria to 
receive a share of $3 million over 
the next two years to continue their 
work in preventing family violence.

The continuation of funding will 
ensure these services can build on 
their vital work to deliver preven-
tion of family violence training, ad-
vice and support to organisations 
in their local areas, including local 
government and health services.

Family violence is a national 
emergency, with one woman killed 
at the hands of a current or former 
partner every week. It is the lead-
ing cause of death, disability and 
illness in Victorian women aged 15 
to 44.

If you or someone you know is 
impacted by sexual assault, domes-
tic or family violence, call 1800RE-
SPECT on 1800 737 732 or visit 
1800RESPECT.org.au. In an emer-
gency, call triple zero (000).

Boost for women’s 
health services

From left, Gippsland Centre Against Sexual Assault (GCASA) community education 
worker Bianca Peezutto, GCASA counsellor advocate Prue Moston-Duggan,  

and Member for Eastern Victoria Region, Melina Bath.

Donning denim 
to campaign against 

sexual assault
THE Nationals Member for Eastern 

Victoria Region, Melina Bath, dusted 
off her denim and teamed up with the 
Gippsland Centre Against Sexual Assault 
(GCASA) to promote ‘Global Denim Day’ 
last week.

Ms Bath said Global Denim Day  
occured annually in April and involved 
wearing denim to publicly say there was 
no excuse for sexual assault and violence 
in our community.

“It is important to raise awareness and 
encourage our community to come to-
gether and respect and protect all people 
against the trauma of sexual assault and 
violence.

“A very important message advocated 
by Global Denim Day is ‘no excuse’.

“Through the ongoing education per-
formed by organisations such as GCASA 
and supporting Denim Day, Gippslanders 
can make a difference and help put a stop 
[to] violence in our community.”

Since COVID-19, GCASA has experi-
enced a 25 per cent increase in the num-
ber of sexual assault calls and referrals 
to their intake team.

Ms Bath has called on the Victorian 
government to provide extra funding for 
GCASA to help address the alarming in-
crease in violence and sexual assaults in 
Gippsland.

“It is important that GCASA is ade-
quately funded so victims are provided 
with the confidence and mechanisms to 
come forward and obtain support.

“Over the past years, there have been 
some horrific cases of sexual assault 
and violence occur in Victoria that at-
tracted an outpouring of grief within the  

community, however, many others went 
unreported,” said Ms Bath.

“It is important that we continue the 
campaign that any form of sexual assault 
or violence is completely unacceptable 
regardless of age, ethnicity or gender.

“No matter what we wear, there is never 
a justification for violence and sexual as-
sault.

“I also extend my congratulations to 
GCASA’s hardworking team or their con-
tinued advocacy and support of individu-
als who have suffered sexual assault and 
violence.” 

Nationals MP Melina Bath donned 
denim to campaign against  
sexual assault as part of  

‘Global Denim Day’.

https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/funding-boost-for-womens-health-services-in-gippsland
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Gippsland South

Danny

State Member for Gippsland South

54B Cunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850 
danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au
www.dannyobrienmp.com.au
03 5144 1987    

O’BRIEN MP

Funded from Parliamentary Budget

Working for 

Things change quickly. To stay up to date and 
for government advice and assistance, visit

www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au
www.australia.gov.au

You can also subscribe to my 
updates by emailing:

danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au

Please STAY HOME.

SHOP LOCAL SUPPORT LOCAL JOBS

COVID-19 
Support Packs

Over the last number of weeks our Dietetics team here at 
Gippsland Southern Health Service have been working hard 
to come up with some creative ideas on how we can support 
our community members who may be self-isolating during this 
difficult time. Our Dietitians have developed ‘COVID-19 Support 
Packs’ which anybody can avail of. We have already sent out 
over 80 support packs to people in the community and we have 
had some fantastic feedback on these so far. 

Each pack includes the following;
• Food safety tips 
•  Information on meal services available in the community, 

such as food banks and meal delivery services
• How to make the most of the food you buy
• Supporting your immune system 
• Stress management 
• Sleep during COVID-19
• Looking after your mental health and wellbeing 
• Exercise tips 
• Pantry staples recipes 

If you would like a support pack, or know of any vulnerable 
people in the community who might benefit from a pack, 

please send us an email to Jodie.duckworth@gshs.com.au 
with your name and address and we can organise a 

pack to be sent out in the post, free of charge!

GIPPSLAND SOUTHERN
Health Service

H
M

64
58

HAILED locally as the hero 
of the Great Southern Rail-
way Line, stretching 116.6 
miles from Dandenong to Port  
Albert, Andrew O’Keefe doesn’t 
enjoy the same esteem up in 
the Bendigo area.

In fact, it was quite a shock 
to read on a commemorative 
plaque entitled ‘Blood On The 
Tracks’, along the O’Keefe Rail 
Trail between Bendigo and 
Heathcote a month or two ago, 
an altogether different assess-
ment of the not-so-great rail-
way entrepreneur.

“This lovely spot is known as 
Sportsman Hill after the long-
gone Sportsman’s Arm’s Hotel. 
While it was a popular spot for 
scenic views it was also the site 
of a revolt against the line’s 
builder Andrew O’Keefe…”

The story goes that “persons 
unknown” placed a large log 
across the tracks in an effort 
to derail O’Keefe’s personal lo-
comotive, called Sue, and kill 
the track builder.

The sabotage, it says, could 
have been perpetrated by any 
of O’Keefe’s enemies including 

the poorly paid rail workers, 
the adjacent farmers who’d 
been ripped off during com-
pulsory acquisition of their 
land or any of O’Keefe’s com-
petitors.

A report in the McIvor Times 
records that “a man named 
Russell” met O’Keefe at Sand-
hurst on November 15, 1888 
and fired four shots at him, 
one hitting him in the arm and 
breaking a bone.

No wonder then that O’Keefe 
left the area after the Heath-
cote project was finished, turn-
ing up in South Gippsland in 
1891 to direct the construction 
of the line from Korumburra to 
Toora.

Also the founder of Austra-
lia’s cheese brand, OK Cheese, 
and operating three large sta-
tion properties in the Riverina, 
O’Keefe died in 1904.

Descendants of O’Keefe and 
his 10 children continued to 
live locally, in the Koonwarra 
area until the 1970s.

The Great Southern Railway 
Line remained in use until 
July 1993.

Rail hero or villain?

That’s him, third from the 
right, Andrew O’Keefe, the 
man who built the South 
Gippsland railway line but 
was he a hero or a villain?

Andrew O’Keefe was  
responsible for building 
the South Gippsland line 
from Korumburra to Toora.

ANDREW  O’KEEFE

CLICK HERE
for mobile friendly version

https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/andrew-okeefe-rail-hero-of-villain/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/andrew-okeefe-rail-hero-of-villain/
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WE ARE all enduring isolation 
to ensure our communities stay 
safe from this dangerous virus, 
which for most of us, means a 
lot more time at home. But it is 
not all pyjamas and Netflix, there 
are many out there who have lost 
their jobs, or are struggling to get 
the shopping they need. Children 
are missing out on the important 
social interactions they are used 
to. People who live alone may be 
feeling the pinch of loneliness 
creeping in. It can be really easy 
to get caught up in the negatives, 
which makes it even more impor-
tant for us all to focus on the posi-
tives. There’s a lot of kindness 
and generosity in our commu-
nity. I’ve seen businesses donate 
food and services to health care 
workers, neighbours offering 
each other support, and even just 
notes of kindness left in chalk on 
footpaths and letterboxes. This 
is exactly what we need – please 
keep it up and let’s do all that we 
can to make sure kindness rules 
in Bass Coast. 

A Virtual Fence is now active on 
a section of Cowes-Rhyll Road on 
Phillip Island, in an effort to re-
duce the number of wildlife killed 
on our roads. The Virtual Fence 
has been installed for a 12-month 
trial and is a result of a huge col-
laborative effort between Council, 
Victoria University, Phillip Island 
Nature Parks, Citizen Scientist, 
Ron Day, Phillip Island Wildlife 
Rescue and Regional Roads Vic-
toria. Over the next 12 months, 
data from the trial site will be 
compiled to produce a compre-
hensive report on the effective-
ness of the Virtual Fence. This 
trial on Phillip Island may lead 
the way for the technology to be 
introduced to other areas in Bass 
Coast and across Australia. 

Mayor’s 
message

Cr Brett 
Tessari

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
SOLUTION NO.7

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD SOLUTION – Number 7 

E A S I E R   E L E V E N  
V    R  E  R  V  X  E 
E L E V E N S E S  E V E R T 
  X  C  P  E  R  A  A 

E T C E T E R A  E A R T H  
X  E  S  E  E  G    E 
E I R E  E S C A P E M E N T 
T  P    S  V    N  H 
E N T R E C O T E S  E D N A 
R    P  S  S  E  G  N 
 E E R I E  E D E N T A T E 

E  A  G  E  R  O  M   
E N T E R  E C O S P H E R E 
K  E  A  L  P  L    A 
 E N E M A S   E A S T E R 

 

 From April 28 edition of the  
South Gippsland Sentinel-Times

Phillip Island’s Sally Kirsch captured this “superb sunset over the paddocks” recently. You can follow Sally on 
Instagram @sallykirschimages. To have your photo of Bass Coast or South Gippsland featured in this section, 

follow us on Instagram @sentineltimes and use the hashtag #sentineltimes.

FAR from being locked down 
by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the Fish Creek Tea Cosy 
competition and exhibition is 
ramping up.

Organisers have cancelled 
the festival part of their annual 
event but have moved quickly 
to take the competition and 
exhibition online as an e-cosy 
exhibition.

All crafted tea cosies should 
be photographed and sent via 
email to the festival committee.

They will then be uploaded 
to an online exhibition com-
mencing 16 May. All entry fees 
have been abolished; all cat-
egories will continue; judging 
will still take place and prizes 
will be awarded.

Spokesperson Marge Arnup 
said they had even added a 
new Instagram competition to 
remind people of the current 
situation.

“While COVID-19 is a very 
serious situation, the Fish 
Creek Tea Cosy Festival Com-
mittee wanted to do some-
thing more to bring a smile to 
its loyal band of supporters,” 
Marge said.

“#teacosiesinisolation seeks 
photos of any tea cosy in an 
isolated situation. You don’t 
have to make it - it can be 
yours, your granny’s, bor-
rowed, dare I say stolen. It can 
be indoors or outside, what-
ever takes your imagination.”

Images should be posted to 
Instagram with the hashtag 
TEACOSIESNISOLATION by 
May 24 and the winner will be 
announced on May 31.

The prize for the best image 
will be a Wilsons Promontory 
Cruise from Pennicott Wilder-
ness Journeys.

For further information visit 
www.teacosyfestival.com.au or 
call 0484 586 296.

Festival  
cosies up to 

pandemic

The owl and pussycat tea cosies  
show their isolation style. 

www.instagram.com/sallykirschimages
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LOGO

PRIMARY
‘Revive’ in lowercase with a classy 
shade of grey overlaying a light teal 
gradient ripple texture to highlight 
the name of the business. 

Under Revive is ‘beauty & spa’ in 
uppecase to categorize Revive as 
a beauty salon.

P R I M A R Y

To PRE ORDER vouchers  call 5672 3800 OR 
purchase ONLINE at revivebeautytherapy.com.au

When you 
spend $99 on 
Gift Vouchers.

When you 
spend $199 on 
Gift Vouchers.

When you 
spend $149 on 
Gift Vouchers.

BEST VALUE
FREE MEDIUM

CANDLE RRP $42.95
FREE SMALL

CANDLE RRP $22.95
FREE LARGE

CANDLE RRP $54.95

MUMS DESERVE TIME OUT 
TO RELAX AND RENEW

GIFT VOUCHER SALE ON NOW!

Open everyday 10-2pm 

To avoid disappointment, PRE ORDER as soon as possible  

CALL Revive on 03 5672 3800 to place and order

H
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Delicious house made goods
to celebrate Mother’s Day

Order online www.gustogelateria.com.au
WOWAPPS or phone 5613 9051

Orders close 5pm 
for next day pick up or delivery

Did you know Trulli 
Pizza is mobile?
Download the WOWAPPS 

@Trullimobile to see our 
weekly itinerary 

(incl. Leongatha, Foster, Kilcunda, Inverloch and Loch)

To mum with love this

MotherMother’’s Days Day
THE Mother’s Day Classic in Won-

thaggi, which raises funds for breast 
cancer research, will be held virtu-
ally rather than physically this year.

Simply walk or run 4km - anytime, 
anywhere - on or before Mother’s Day 
2020 and be a part of something big!

The organiser of the Wonthaggi 
event, Caroline Donohue, has en-
tered online and said she will be 
walking on the day with one other 
person, adhering to social distanc-
ing and other restrictions.

“I encourage others to do this even 
if they have not entered the virtual 
walk online,” Caroline said.

“It is not about the amount raised 
this year but the fact that we can try 
to stick together and when this is 
over we can go back to raising funds 
for other diseases.”

Register for the event at www.
mothersdayclassic.com.au.

Virtual run for 
breast cancer

Have a warm and wonderful Mother’s Day
WE’RE told we can’t even hug our 

mums on Mother’s Day this year, unless 
we live in the same household, but every-
one is still finding their own way to make 
mum feel special on Mother’s Day this 
Sunday, May 10.

At Big Twig Florist, forced to close their 
doors in Graham Street because of the 
coronavirus, Emma Cunningham is still 
busy taking orders over the phone 5672 
2565 and online at bigtwigflorist.com re-
questing Mother’s Day orders by Friday 
at the latest.

“We got some beautiful roses com-
ing in, irises and lots of beautiful fresh 
blooms for your mum.”

Meanwhile, at Shan’s Lingerie and Lei-
sure in Bair Street, Leongatha, Shelley 
Price and her mum Debbie, have a fine 
array of quality winter woollies, sleep-
wear and a new line of Australian-made 
Emu slippers.

They’ve renovated the shop with fresh 
new look that’s received the seal of ap-
proval from former owner Shirley-Anne 
Wright. Stop by for a visit.

Shelley Price at Shan’s Lingerie and 
Leisure in Bair Street, Leongatha is 
gearing up for a busy Mother’s Day. 

m131820

www.revivebeautytherapy.com.au
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Make mum happy this 

Mother’s Day 
with colourful potted plants, bulbs or citrus

Also great gift ideas
Large range

of ceramic pots
and ornaments

WHILE STOCKS LAST

5658 168732-34 Sth Gippsland Hwy
KORUMBURRA

H
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GIFT  VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

32-34 Sth Gippsland Hwy
KORUMBURRA

Quality take away restaurant meals 
Drive thru pick up or Wonthaggi deliveryDrive thru pick up or Wonthaggi deliveryDrive thru pick up or Wonthaggi delivery

Corner McBride Avenue and Murray Street, Wonthaggi

Phone 5605 0108 or SMS 0491 765 025 to place your order
See              @Wonthaggihotel for menu 

HM6459

Colleen Williams: The things I love about my mum (Lorrie) are, 

she is loving, kind, funny, artistic, thoughtful and great nana to all 

her grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Natalie Latham: I love her (Maureen Campisi) love for beer tast-ings and chocolate. She’s my three-year-old son’s best friend. Drops everything to be by my side. 

Sara Gillbee: My mum (Angela Duynhoven) is loud, energetic and a little bit crazy! Mum is encouraging, supportive and always happy to explore new places, singing loudly.

Jessica Leigh: The thing that I love about my mum is that she’s 

always been there for me through the toughest times in my life and 

that she’s always there if I ever need a big hug and to talk about 

anything. She’s my rock. I wouldn’t be where I am today without her 

xoxo xoxo.

MotherMother’’s Days Day
To mum with love this

TOWNSEND’S 
PLANT NURSERY
Locally grown & owned

315 West Area Rd, Wonthaggi         @townsendnursery
Open 9am-5pm daily (Closed Tuesdays)

5672 1982
0488 322 777 H

M
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A beautiful plant for 
Mum this Mother’s Day
•  New stock has arrived including

Indoor plants and pots
•  Large range of colourful plants 

including beautiful Grevillea’s 

www.facebook.com/wonthaggihotel
www.facebook.com/townsendnursery
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Elsie’s Florist Leongatha
Phone orders: 5662 0463          @elsies orist

Delivery available Friday, Saturday or Sunday 
to spoil your loved one this Mother’s Day 

~~ ORDER ONLINE ~~
www.elsies oristleongatha.com.au

Beautiful flowers to 
brighten Mum’s day

H
M
64
34

Anne Westaway: This is my 94-year-old mother (Joyce Pike) and I ready for “take off” on our most re-cent girls trip overseas. I love that age doesn’t hinder new travel experiences.

Zaya Cole (7): I love my mum (Janelle Cole) because she is beautiful and so funny and when I’m sad she looks after me.

Lorraine Mattea: Mum is 95, living 

independently and lively as ever. We 

talk each day and she is my rock. Love 

her to bits.

WINNER
$50

REVIVE
VOUCHER

MotherMother’’s Days Day
To mum with love this

Ordering Information
• Flower orders must be in by no later than 4pm on Thursday, May 7.

• Grazing box/Hamper orders by no later than 4pm Friday, May 8.

Please call us on 5674 6877, pop in and see us or email us on  
info@vaughanscafedeli.com.au  for more information.

* If your Mum lives in Inverloch (but you don’t) we can arrange  
payment over the phone and delivery on Mother’s day

Breakfast Grazing Box for One $25 
Breakfast Grazing Box for Two $38 

Spoil Yourself Grazing Box for one $40 
Date Night Grazing Box (for 2) $85 

Vaughan’s Hamper 
(Hampers available for $50, $100 $150 or $200)

Spoil your Mum this Mother’s 
day with a mouth watering 

grazing box from Vaughan’s!

Add a bunch 
of flowers and

 a bottle of local 
wine for an 

extra special 
touch.

H
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www.elsiesfloristleongatha.com.au
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20% off hair products
and electrical  

or spoil Mum with 
a gift voucher

59 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
5672 2513        @abstracthairstudio

Monday – Friday
9am – late H

M
64

44

Treat Mum to afternoon 
tea this Mother’s Day

0400 511 306
@madasaplatter

ORDERS CLOSE THIS FRIDAY
Free local delivery – or pick up in Wonthaggi

to mum with love

Mother’s Dayy
G I F T  G U I D E

H
M

64
45

Mother’s Day gifts 
Order online via Facebook or 
Instagram @southern_bazaar 

FREE INVERLOCH DELIVERY

Southern  Bazaar
Harmony Home

2 sHOps: 
13 &17b A’Beckett st,  

Inverloch
southernbazaar@hotmail.com   

Wendy 0407 414 895 
HM6443

Your vision specialist 

19 Murray St, Wonthaggi
 5672 1965

Akers Eyewear

PROOF 

AE

Akers Eyewear

19 Murray St, Wonthaggi

� 5672 1965

Your vision specialist 

J
A

1
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0
8

4
-
V

4

One of a kind

Be the number one 
child this Mother’s Day

Tues – Thurs 11am-2pm

H
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spoil mum with flowers

www.bigtwigflorist.com
5672 2565

ORDER BEFORE 11AM FRIDAY 
FOR MOTHER’S DAY DELIVERY

143 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

5672 1622

H
M
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Open Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 9am – 2pm

Special gifts 
for Mum...

• Jewellery • Homewares
• Giftware • Clothing
• Candles • Vouchers 

mailto:southernbazaar@hotmail.com
http://www.bigtwigflorist.com
www.facebook.com/abstracthairstudio
www.facebook.com/madasaplatter
www.facebook.com/southern_bazaar
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Gold bullion uncovered!
Stale news? Perhaps not really, that was 

just a smallish heist of$3.9m.
South Gippsland Action Group (SGAG) 

would like the administration’s oft-repeated 
commitment to ‘openness and transparency’ 
to produce the goods in order for us (and 
you) to better understand what happened to 
our $17.2m. You see, there is an astound-
ing lack of detail in the adopted proposed 
budget papers and that just leaves everyone 
guessing.

The background is that over about a 12-
year period (extending over the 10-year reign 
of Tim Tamlin as South Gippsland Shire 
Council CEO), the ratepayers were imposed 
upon to support an average 7.5 per cent p.a. 
compounded rate increase. That was well 
above what was needed if there had not been 
the intent to undertake the municipal office 
project. That project was scrapped shortly 
after the 2016 council election (which saw 
only three of the nine councillors re-elected).

The backgrounding comes into focus when 
you look at the Cash Reserves.

In 2015/15 - $18.247m and by 2018/19 
that figure had swelled to $35.273m. That is 
almost a doubling in just four years.

Yet at the end of 2018/19, the administra-
tion could not see how they could possibly 
allow the one-off 3 per cent rate relief pro-
posed by our elected council to proceed.

The cost of that rate relief would have been 
in the order of $1.3m (for just a single year). 
Instead, the administrators opted for a 2.5 
per cent rate increase.

The excuse for not honouring the earlier 
commitment to the rate reduction was that 
we couldn’t afford the compounding impact 
of it on the outlier year budgets.

To me, that reasoning doesn’t ring true at all 
- but it’s what you think about it that matters.

So, here is the complication!
In the budget for 2019/20, the Cash Re-

serves have dropped down to $18.062m, 
which is even below the 2014/15 numbers.

I know we don’t find out the ‘real’ cash re-
serve figure for 2019/20 until Sep 2020.

I don’t see much activity that accounts for 
the drop of $17.211m in the estimated Cash 
Reserves. Add to that the proposed borrow-
ing of around $14m and the drop exceeds 
$30m.

Without detailed explanation that’s quite 
an achievement!

It’s not like the payment of rates is like-
ly to grind to a halt anytime soon, despite  
COVID-19!

John McCombe, Leongatha.

Market chaos in oil industry
Moment of meltdown for fossil fuels, by 

COVID-19?
Can oil survive COVID-19-induced market 

chaos?
Most US shale oil producers budgeted 

prices $55-65 per barrel for 2020, meaning 
shutdowns are now inevitable for many heav-
ily indebted firms

It was argued in Forbes, “A six-month spell 
of ultra-low prices could devalue a big chunk 
of the $1.9 trillion in energy sector debt, in-
cluding about $300 billion in bank loans.”

By comparison, value of subprime mort-
gages held by Americans in 2007 was $1.3 
billion. Interesting times.

Bernie McComb, Cowes.

Sentinel-Times
COMMENT

LETTERS

Government  
must back  

Wonthaggi’s 
growth

IT MIGHT not feel like it in the 
midst of the biggest crisis since 
World War II but the town of Won-
thaggi has a very bright future and 
it’s up to the authorities including 
federal, state and local govern-
ments to back the town’s growth.

Last month, the Bass Coast Shire 
Council finally adopted its Wont-
haggi North East Precinct Struc-
ture Plan 2020 (PSP) and Won-
thaggi North East Development 
Contributions Plan 2020 (DCP) 
clearing the way to the develop-
ment of a further 5030 homes.

Also in the package, which will 
allow Wonthaggi to add 12,000 
new residents over the next de-
cade, is the approval of significant 
packages of commercial land ex-
pected to provide 3000 new jobs.

And with restrictions on further 
growth along the Surf Coast and 
the Bellarine Peninsula west of 
Melbourne and the Mornington 
Peninsula; Wonthaggi and Bass 
Coast will be the next to go.

But government must now gear 
up to promote and meet the chal-
lenge.

Bass Coast Shire needs to be 
pushing hard for these develop-
ments, to take the pressure off the 
Waterline, Island and Inverloch 
settlements, and the state needs 
to come in with speedy approvals, 
infrastructure and finally, a de-
cent transport system.

If the state government is look-
ing for a major stimulus proj-
ect to back as we emerge from  
COVID-19, they need look no  
further than Wonthaggi.

Erosion at Corinella
I often see news of the erosion at Inverloch.
Corinella is suffering too.
I’ve attached a couple of photos from my 

walk this morning (Monday, May 4).
These occurred over the last weekend. 

The location is at the Corinella end of the 
off-leash dog area, close to the Beach Street 
stairs.

I don’t know if there are any local erosion 
monitoring stations. We could use one.

Michelle Pretty.

Email your letters to news@sgst.com.au

The ‘Sentinel-Times’ encourages readers to 
write with issues of interest or concern but 
letters that have a local reference point will 
be given priority. Writers are also urged to be 
brief where possible. Letters may be edited 
for space and legal reasons, and must be 
submitted with the author’s name and contact 
details of which only the name and town 
location will appear.

Despite the COVID-19 restrictions, 
maybe even because of it, 
Wonthaggi is set to boom.

How we’re  
delivering the news

THE ‘Sentinel-Times’ would like to 
thank all of our loyal advertisers and 
readers for their support during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

We have received an outpouring of sup-
port from the local community since 
moving from print to online.

Our weekly newsletter, distributed each 
Tuesday, is a free community service.

If you are having any issues reading the 
pdf on your chosen device, simply ‘click’ 
on the headline and it will direct you to 
the mobile-friendly website version.

We are updating our website – www.
sgst.com.au – several times a day and 
sharing stories on Facebook, so we en-
courage you to check out both platforms 
to keep up-to-date during the week.

We welcome your feedback and, as al-
ways, your tip-offs, stories and photos to  
news@sgst.com.au.

https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/market-chaos-in-oil-industry/
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Speedy’s Tractor Repairs  
Mobile Service

Craig Davey:  
0428 598 645 

Servicing West & South 
Gippsland and  
Melbourne’s South East
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Phone 0447 331 762

BULLS
FOR HIRE
OR SALE H

M
63

93

AGISTMENT
WANTED

for 80-100 dairy cows
6-8 weeks commencing 

May 7.

0419 093 783 JE
N

19
66

WANTED
AGISTMENT

for 15 bucket 
raised bulls, very quiet, 

8 months old

0419 093 783 H
M

63
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SMALL ACREAGE CULTIVATION

All AreAs • Phone Greg 0419 393 375
MR AGRI

• Pasture mulching
• Slashing
• Hoeing & ripping
• Seeding
• Spraying
• Fertiliser spreading

Farming News

(03) 5659 2314
notmanpasture.com.au

NOTMAN
PASTURE SEEDS

Your dedicated pasture 
team servicing Gippsland 
farmers for over 30 years. 

(03) 5659 2314
notmanpasture.com.au

NOTMAN
PASTURE SEEDS

Your dedicated pasture 
team servicing Gippsland 
farmers for over 30 years. 

(03) 5659 2314
notmanpasture.com.au

NOTMAN
PASTURE SEEDS

Your dedicated pasture 
team servicing Gippsland 
farmers for over 30 years. 

Leongatha Prime Sale on 
Wednesday, April. 29, 2019
Bullocks  
14 Northside Pastoral Inverloch 596.2 349.6 2,084
3 Bassed D & H Waratah Nth 646.7 332.0 2,146
14 Bissett  JM Tarwin Lower 667.1 332.0 2,214
15 McCulloch Rebecca 662.7 331.6 2,197
18 O’Loughlin Bros Meeniyan 761.1 330.0 2,511
4 Miller Alex 703.8 329.6 2,319
Steers
1 Sunnyglen Park 340.0 427.2 1,452
2 Barnacle R & C Loch 397.5 412.2 1,638
1 Hancock IJ & ACN Jeetho West 385.0 398.2 1,533
1 Hart JY Kilcunda 435.0 395.0 1,718
1 Dawson JA & A Welshpool 450.0 389.6 1,753
1 Dwyer T & M Leongatha 505.0 388.0 1,959
Heifers
1 Sunnyglen Park 325.0 427.2 1,388
1 Kindergem Pty Ltd Welshpool 325.0 400.0 1,300
1 Sunnyglen Park 275.0 390.0 1,072
1 Nettle B & R Loch 330.0 390.0 1,287
1 Hancock IJ & ACN Jeetho West 355.0 388.0 1,377
1 Barnacle R & C Loch 330.0 386.2 1,274
Cows
1 Knomor Park 685.0 300.6 2,059
1 Gem-Brae Ag 3 Lang Lang 605.0 297.2 1,798
1 Lane G & V Willung Sth 595.0 292.6 1,740
1 Opray KD Hedley 705.0 292.0 2,058
8 Knight R & D Glengarry 691.9 292.0 2,020
2 Jackson R & C Strzelecki 657.5 290.0 1,906
Bulls
1 Heynea D & Vos A Newry 560.0 343.6 1,924
1 Cook NT & SA Toora 945.0 312.0 2,948
1 Brady M Glengarry West 1,255.0 300.0 3,765
1 Kindergem Pty Ltd Welshpool 845.0 295.0 2,492
1 Huitson M & L Kernot 635.0 283.0 1,797
1 Traselasons Pty Ltd Loch 780.0 280.0 2,184

DAIRY farmers at 
Woodleigh raced against 
time and the imminent 
threat of last week’s 
arctic blast to strip a  
Notman Pasture Seeds 
supplied P9400 maize 
crop, planted across 
23.5 hectares in early 
December.

And it didn’t help that 
they bogged one of the 
tractors and pick-up 
wagons along the way.

Apart from that, 
though, everything else 
went like clockwork with 
all hands on deck to get 
the job done in a day.

One minute the crop 
was there, swaying in the 
breeze, the next minute, 
the paddock was bare, 
with almost 50mm of 
rain following. By that 
time the feed was safely 
in the silo as ideal fod-
der to get cows through 
a winter that seems to 
have hit the local district 
a month early.

Harvested in the nick of time

Agricultural contractor Travis Glover awaits his turn to get 
in behind the header to collect the harvest of maize feed at 

Woodleigh last Tuesday. m051820

Notman Pasture Seeds and the local Woodleigh farmer 
were delighted with the P9400 maize crop, planted across 
23.5 hectares in early December which was harvested last 

Tuesday ahead of the storm.

www.notmanpasture.com.au
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Farming News

National project 
aims to maximise  
water productivity 

in Gippsland

HOW can Gippsland dairy  
irrigators increase yield and  
optimise input efficiencies on their 
irrigation areas?

This is the crux of the Smarter 
Irrigation for Profit Phase 2 (SIP2): 
What’s my yield gap? Maximis-
ing water productivity project, 
which has established two of its 
10 nationwide Dairy Optimisa-
tion Sites here in Gippsland. It 
is supported by funding from the 
Australian Government’s Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment Rural R&D for Profit 
program and Dairy Australia. In 
Gippsland, it is being managed by 
Agriculture Victoria in close col-
laboration with GippsDairy.

“It is a real coup for Gippsland to 
have secured two sites to reflect the 
surface irrigators of the MID and 
the expanding spray irrigators of 
the Yarram region,” said Alexis Kil-
loran, Agriculture Victoria Irrigation 
Extension Officer and Optimisation 
Site Coordinator for Gippsland. 

“We have Shelley Field at Yarram 
hosting a 9-hectare study site un-
der a pivot and Benn Thexton at 
Cobains, with a three-bay 2.5-hect-
are study site.”

Outcomes of the SIP1 project, 
conducted from 2016–18, demon-
strated that scheduling irrigation 
using a weather-based water bal-
ance method, together with assess-
ing the effectiveness of irrigation 
and rainfall using soil moisture 
monitors, resulted in substantial 
yield benefits. It also demonstrat-
ed that keeping irrigation systems 
performing efficiently and ensur-
ing that water distribution is uni-
form significantly increased dry 
matter production. 

SIP2 aims to explore the effective-
ness of adopting these simple prin-
ciples to optimise yield and decrease 
costly water and energy consump-
tion. It will also explore the potential 
of readily accessible technologies 
and online decision support tools to 
better forecast and plan irrigations 
to drive production.

Ms Killoran said at a local level, 
additional research questions re-
flect local needs.

“For example, the MID will be 
focusing on the benefits and opti-
mal management of summer dry 
off under flood irrigation, as irri-
gation farmers seek to adapt to an 
increasingly variable water supply.

“To kick-start the project, water 
use, energy use, and dry matter 
production measurements have 
been undertaken over this irriga-
tion season to provide a base line 
of current performance,” she said.

Soil moisture monitoring probes 
have also been installed at each 
site and are located to reflect vary-
ing soil types, to ensure that ir-
rigation scheduling and rates are 
maintaining soil moisture in the 
important Readily Available Wa-
ter (RAW) zone of the soil profile 
throughout the season. 

The next two irrigation seasons 
will measure the effectiveness 
of changed irrigation practices 
upon yield, input efficiencies and 

high-level profit indicators that 
have been determined for all sites 
across the country. 

“Both irrigation systems will also 
have a performance evaluation un-
dertaken as soon as possible so 
that the project can attend to any 
performance issues and assess the 
outcome of addressing these on 
yield and input efficiencies over 
the next two irrigation seasons. 

“Performance evaluations will be 
held in the future, as well as field 
days to showcase the results,” said 
Ms Killoran.

The applied research being un-
dertaken will benefit greatly from 
the ongoing participatory engage-
ment of reference groups currently 
being established for both sites. It 
will be these inquisitive members 
who will actively determine, along 
with the host farmers, what is to 
be trialled on each site and as-
sess the outcome of their decisions 
through interpretation of the data 
being collected.

“We hope that all irrigators 
will become involved one way or 
another,” said Ashley Burgess, 
GippsDairy’s Regional Extension 
Officer who is working collabora-
tively with Agriculture Victoria on 
the project. 

“Whilst not everyone can com-
mit to regular catch-ups on farm 
over the irrigation season, we will 
provide at least monthly update 
reports from each of the sites and 
hope to also get a weekly irriga-
tion requirement notification com-
menced in the Yarram region, sim-
ilar to the one already delivered for 
the MID through Agriculture Victo-
ria,” she said.

SIP2 is a collaboration between 
the dairy, cotton, rice, grains and 
sugar industries. Dairy has a fur-
ther two major projects under 
the umbrella program, with Agri-
culture Victoria also conducting a 
project in the Murray Dairy region. 
The Tasmanian Institute of Agri-
culture also has five Dairy Optimi-
sation Sites where more advanced 
irrigation technologies will be in-
vestigated and are working closely 
with the 10 mainland sites. The 
potential to broaden Gippsland’s 
horizons to the possibilities being 
explored across the country and 
across industries will be immense!

To get involved in one of the lo-
cal reference groups or to simply 
to find out more, contact Agricul-
ture Victoria Irrigation Extension 
Officer Alexis Killoran on 0428 
387 869 or at alexis.c.killoran@
agriculture.vic.gov.au.

Smarter Irrigation for Profit 2: 
What’s my yield gap? Maximis-
ing water productivity project is 
supported by funding from the 
Australian Government Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Water and 
the Environment as part of its 
Rural R&D for Profit program 
and Dairy Australia. It is sup-
ported locally by Agriculture Vic-
toria and GippsDairy.

Yarram farmer Shelley Field next to one of the 
soil moisture monitoring probes installed on 

her property as part of the SIP2 project.

For dairy industry specific information 
on the COVID-19 pandemic, visit

www.dairyaustralia.com.au/c19 
or for more information on how your regional office can assist you, 

contact GippsDairy on 5624 3900 or info@gippsdairy.com.au.
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www.dairyaustralia.com.au/c19
mailto:gippsdairy.com.au
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Real Estate South Gippsland and Bass Coast

LEONGATHA real estate agent 
Andrew Newton is hopeful his in-
dustry may have ridden out the 
worst of the COVID-19 pandemic 
with prices holding firm.

The branch manager of Alex Scott 
and Staff, Leongatha, Mr Newton 
said enquiries and appraisals were 
on the rise after a slow period.

“Enquiries for April were down in 
the first three weeks by 90 per cent, 
however, the last week seems to be 
getting back to normal,” Mr Newton 
said.

“I would say in the last week we 
are at full steam on rural proper-
ties, both farms and lifestyle prop-
erties, however, the residential 
properties enquiries are still slow. 
I would say the lack of new listings 
is also a cause of the low enquiries 
on houses.”

He hoped a rush of appraisals in 
the last week would all convert to 
listings and stimulate the enquiry 
rate.

Sales in the Leongatha office were 
down by 50 per cent for the month 
of April but Mr Newton was not 
complaining.

“I feel we are very fortunate to be 
able to have kept the wheels turn-
ing, albeit slower than normal.

Mr Newton said vendors who 
were in a position to hold on rather 
than drop their price would do so, 
and he did not believe the property 
prices in the area had been impact-
ed yet.

“Our median price is so low com-
pared to Melbourne prices, I don’t 
think we will see the same impact. 
Our rural properties, particularly 
beef and dairy farm properties 
and broad acres, are holding up 
 extremely well.”

Like so many other industries, 
real estate has made significant 
changes to operations due to 
COVID-19, including staff working 
remotely and strict adherence to 
social distancing rules.

“We have also implemented video 
inspections on a lot of rental and 
sales properties,” Mr Newton said.

“We are looking forward to get-
ting back to normal. What that ‘new 
normal’ looks like is yet to be seen.”

Real estate 
on the rise

Andrew Newton 
Branch manager, 
Alex Scott and Staff, 
Leongatha.

CLICK HERE
for mobile 

friendly version

Make your home 
in the heart 
of Meeniyan

RIGHT from the first approach this 
home welcomes you, inviting you 
onto the front verandah to relax and 
enjoy its garden setting and 0.2 hect-
ares of land.

An easy 300m walk from Meeni-
yan’s magnificent array of boutique 
shops, the convenience of 21 McKit-
terick Street puts you right in the 
heart of town.

Entering the home, the warmth of 
timber dado panelling, gas log fire 
and large colonial windows make the 
open living area a space that’s easy 
to live in.

The country-style kitchen with 
hardwood flooring, bay window, 
walk-in pantry, 800mm oven and 
plenty of bench space is a great place 
to whip up a meal while the adjoining 
dining area opens out onto the gen-
erous private rear deck, a delightful 
space to spend hours entertaining or 
relaxing!

A central hallway leads to the four 
bedrooms, including the oversized 
master bedroom and ensuite with 
spa bath.

A generous fourth bedroom could 
also be utilised as a second living 
space if desired.

Enjoy the relaxing feel of garden 
views from every room of this com-
fortable home.

Its corner location has separate 
driveway access to the 6m x 9m shed 
which has been set up as an office 
and storage space, ideal for those 
who work from home.

This is a centrally located home 
that has a lot of heart in the  
highly desired village of Meeniyan… 
an opportunity not to be missed!

Contact Alex Scott and Staff,  
Leongatha for more information. 

View this property online at http://
www.a lexscot t .com.au/deta i ls .
asp?i=98100.

https://sgst.com.au/2020/04/real-estate-agents-are-riding-out-the-pandemic/
http://www.alexscott.com.au/details.asp?i=98100.
http://www.alexscott.com.au/details.asp?i=98100.
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BLINDS

H

S
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Free measure & quote

"We come to you"

AH: 5672 3874

Zap's Blinds

� � �

Hollands Sunscreens Romans

� �

Canvas awnings Verticals

�

Timber & aluminium Venetians

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

0419 526 080

Free measure & quote

"We come to you"

AH: 5672 3874

Z Bap's linds

� � �

Hollands Sunscreens Romans

� �

Canvas awnings Verticals

�

Timber & aluminium Venetians

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

0419 526 080

BLINDS

H
M

63
42Free measure & quote

“We come to you”
H Hollands  H Sunscreens H Romans

H Canvas awnings H Verticals
H Timber & aluminium Venetians

AH: 5672 38740419 526 080

Zap’s Blinds

Servicing Gippsland - Mark & Rachael Zappa

03 5678 5190
office@picra.com.au

f Coastal Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC
SERVICE, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND SALES

AU22840

AIR CONDITIONING

H
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AIR CONDITIONING

HM6354

CURTAINS & BLINDS
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dollar curtains + blinds

value in every dollar

21 Murray Street, Wonthaggi  5672 2915
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au

curtains

shutters

blinds

outdoor

CARPET CLEANING

H
M
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Cleaner Carpets
Brittys

• Carpets • Tiles • Cars
• Upholstery • Mattresses

Reasonable rates and friendly service.
Call David Britt today

0400 907 201

ASBESTOS REMOVAL
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ASBESTOS
SAFE AND RELIABLE REMOVAL

Free quotes – All areas

Combined Roofing Services P/L

Call Rick 0408 518 354

ASPHALTING

H
M

63
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ASPHALT
Schoolgrounds, Driveways

Carparks & repairs

66 Nardoo Street, Cape Paterson 3995

Mike Rowley 0411 412 707

HOME & GARDEN

H
M
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BUILDER

H
M
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BUILDER/CARPENTER

PAUL VANDERMEER - 5664 4419
Mobile: 0427 750 568

FREE QUOTES

Over 25 years experience
Bathrooms a speciality

• Decking • General repairs • Kitchens
• Bathrooms  • Plastering
• Painting • Pergolas • Renovations
• Doors & window installation • Built-in robes

NO JOB
TOO SMALL

AIR CONDITIONING

H
M
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Stuart Slee
AIR CONDITIONING &

REFRIGERATION SERVICE
Cars
Trucks
Tractors
Earthmoving 

Domestic 
Air conditioners
Fridges

  Washers
  Dryers
  Dishwashers

RTA AU21680
16 Tilson Crt, LEONGATHA

0418 364 559 
5662 3070

ANTENNAS

PAULS ANTENNAS
• Professionally installing Antennas 

• Data Points TV mounting 
• Extra TV points

All work GuArAnteed
20 yeArs experience

Same day service. Covering all areas 
call paul anytime 0402 429 114

JE
N

19
56

BATHROOMS

JE
N

19
58

JE
N

19
58

•  Complete bathroom 
renovations

•  All trades 
included

•  15 years of 
experience

•  Home 
maintenance 
jobs welcome

Call Stuart 0414 389 160

BUILDER

JE
N

19
61

• New homes 
• Renovations 
• Extensions 
• Bathrooms

Registered building practitioner based in Wonthaggi  
and servicing all of Bass Coast and South Gippsland.

0428 496 266
brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au DB-U 64757

DINGO SERVICES

JE
N
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BEN’S DINGO SERVICES

0408 387 722  •  5672 3732

l Dingo (rubber tracks)
l Bucket work
l Locating
l Rotary Hoe
l Trenching
Operating locally since 2001

l 2 ton excavator
l Post hole boring

ANTENNAS

H
M
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9 Murray St, Wonthaggi 0482 966 7849 Murray Street, Wonthaggi 5672 4774

S
S

7
2

0
7

-
V

1
3

SIGHT & SOUND

SPECIALISTS

PROOF

Lowest prices on:

�

 Home theatre

�

 Speaker systems

�

 Wireless & Bluetooth 

technologies

Indoor, outdoor, domestic 

and commercial

TV reception trouble?
Need an antenna installed?

We caN help!
Visit our store for electronics, 
batteries, security and more.

mailto:5190office@picra.com.auf
mailto:5190office@picra.com.auf
mailto:5190office@picra.com.auf
mailto:266brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.auDB-U
mailto:266brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.auDB-U
www.dollarcurtainsandblinds.com.au
mailto:brad@bradmccormackhomes.com.au
mailto:office@picra.com.au
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RUBBISH REMOVAL

H
M
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65Perfect for garden clean ups

and general rubbish removal

2, 3, 4, 6 & 8m3 skip bins

Phone Doug McRae 0412 088 454

abn 40 917 166 768

3 

2, 3, 4, 6 & 8m skip bins

Perfect for garden clean ups

and general rubbish removal

Phone Doug McRae 0412 088 454

affordability � service � reliability 

J
A

1
5
4
2
5

abn 40 917 166 768

affordability H service H reliability

DIRECTORY
TRADES TRADES    SERVICESSERVICES&

REFRIGERATIONREFRIGERATION

Kirton Refrigeration

& Contracting
All refrigeration & air conditioning needs

Car/caravan fridge & A/C specialists

Domestic A/C installs

Call Richard 0407 149 965

RTA AU45689

Dometic Australia Service Agent

REFRIGERATION

Kirton Refrigeration

& Contracting
All refrigeration & air conditioning needs

Car/caravan fridge & A/C specialists

Domestic A/C installs

Call Richard 0407 149 965

RTA AU45689

Dometic Australia Service Agent
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PUMPS

HM6361

KORUMBURRA
PLUMBERS & PUMPS

Pete: 0418 595 179

13 Radovick Street
Korumburra 3950

Shop: 5655 1605
Fax: 5655 2690

Onga & Mono
Pumps
Gas Appliances

All types
of plumbing

requirements

PRINTING

H
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16 Roughead St., Leongatha.
Phone: 5662 3284
Fax: 5662 3851
Email: larprint@waterfront.net.au

•  Business & Office 
Stationery

•  Photocopying  
service

•  Brochures
•  Rubber stamps
•  Competitive 

prices

For all your general
printing requirements

PLUMBING
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PLUMBING
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PLUMBING

SCOTT SHELTON

LIC. NO. 43406

�� ��

Commercial & domestic Maintenance

�� ��

New homes & renovations 1 ton mini excavator

0408 001 033

EST 2003

• Commercial & domestic • Maintenance
• New homes & renovations • 1 ton mini excavator

0408 001 033
SCOTT SHELTON  LIC. NO. 43406

ROOF RESTORATION

S.O.S.ROOFING

Call Steve 0412 160 071

YOUR LOCAL ROOFER

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Find and fi x leaks • Roof repainting
• Roofi ng repointing • Valley renewal

• Roof demossing • Guttering • Gutter cleaning JE
N
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PLUMBING & GAS FITTING

JE
N
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Call Luke 0415 905 152
mandersplumbing@gmail.com

NEW HOMES AND RENOVATIONS
Drain blockages • Roofi ng • Gas & Maintenance 

PLUMBER

Plumbing • Gas�itting • Hot Water Services
Stormwater • Drainage • Roo�ing

T.T Eurell Plumber
0432 857 132
trevoreurell@hotmail.com
facebook.com/TT-Eurell-Plumber

LIC NO. 46478   
ABN 63382447785

JE
N
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PAINTER / DECORATOR

JE
N
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M & J PAINTING

Call Mal 0448 101 771

Commercial/Scheduled maintenance
Reliable and prompt

SPECIALISING IN
PRE-SALE MAKEOVERS

All aspects of painting

PLUMBINGPLUMBING

JEN1149

G & A Browning Plumbing

Licenced plumber

& gasfitter

Reg. No. GSG 21072

Servicing - Korumburra, Leongatha,

Inverloch & Wonthaggi

Phone Gavin 5657 3160 Bena, 0418 567 392
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G & A Browning Plumbing

Phone Gavin 5657 3160 Bena, 0418 567 392

Licenced plumber
& gasfitter

Reg. No. GSG 21072

Servicing - Korumburra, Leongatha,
Inverloch & Wonthaggi

No job
too small

RE-STUMPING

H
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FOUNDATION FIXERS 
HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING 

Are you experiencing cracked walls? Doors not closing properly?  
Uneven and bouncy floors? 

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled. 
Contact Paul for your free quote and expert advice today 

0400712212 
 
 

 
 

 

HOUSE RESTUMPING & LEVELLING
Are you experiencing cracked walls? 

Doors not closing properly? 
Uneven and bouncy fl oors?

Your house may need to be restumped or levelled.
Contact Paul for your free quote and 

expert advice today 0400 712 212

FOUNDATION
 FIXERS

To advertise your business in the Sentinel-Times online

Send the details of 
your advertisement to:

ads@sgst.com.au
or phone 5672 1888

(Min of five consecutive editions)

We accept:

TRADES    SERVICES
DIRECTORY

&

Advertise your 
business here

$20 per edition
full colour

$15 per edition mono

mailto:larprint@waterfront.net.au
mailto:ads@sgst.com.au
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CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE 
12 NOON 

MONDAYS
Call Wonthaggi

5672 1888
to place a notice

Classifieds

HMC14758

Locally owned and operated by 

Scott & Sharon Anderson
5672 1074 

Caring and personal 24 hour Service

Main office Wonthaggi
176 - 178 Graham Street, Wonthaggi

Cowes office (by appointment)
15 Warley Avenue, Cowes 5952 5171

Email: info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au

A.F.D.A.
HMC14763

MILKINS 
FUNERALS

Inc. Wonthaggi Funeral Services. Est 1973.

PrE-arrangEd and PrE-PaId 
FacIlItIES avaIlablE

Office - 102 graham Street, Wonthaggi

For prompt and personalised 
service phone

WONTHAGGI 5672 3123
PHILLIP ISLAND 5952 3485

A.F.D.A.

~ Servicing all districts ~

~ chapel facilities available ~

FARLEY,  
John Arthur: 

Passed away 
peacefully on April 24, 
2020 aged 91 years.  

Son of Arthur and 
Eveline (both dec.). 

Brother and brother-in-
law of Maude and 
Francis (dec.), and 

William.  

Beloved husband of 
Mary (dec.).  

Much loved father and 
father-in-law of Wain 
and Anne, Glenn and 

Julie, Jason and 
Sandra, Tresna and 

Jenny.  

Adored Gramps to all 
his grandchildren.  

A loving uncle to all his 
nieces and nephews.  

Reunited with Mary 

(Forever Fishing)  

Family and friends are 
invited to watch John’s 
Service via a link. This 

will be available 
Tuesday, May 5 on 

Handley and Anderson 
Funeral Directors 

website.

DEATHSDEATHS
McQUESTON, 

Susan:  
Passed away 

peacefully on April 28, 
2020 at Mirboo North 

Nursing Home.  

Loved wife of Robert 
(dec.).  

Loving Mum of Judy 
and Anne, Adored 

Nana to Laura, Jessica 
and Sam, Sarah, and 

Natasha.  

Great grandmother to 
Scarlett.  

In God’s Care.

McQUESTON,  
Susan: 

A treasured friend and 
neighbour of Barb and 
John and the Stewart 

family, Kernot.  

Rest in Peace.

DEATHSDEATHS
OLSEN, Kelvin 

Dudley: 
11.11.1938 - 29.04.2020  

Passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by loved ones at the 

Mulgrave Private 
Hospital.  

Aged 81 years. Dearly 
loved and loving 

husband of Glenda for 
57 wonderful years.  

Much loved father of 
Sharon and Chris, 

Grant and Kelli, Joanne 
and Robert. Adored 
Grandpa of Dylon, 
Ashlea, Zachary; 

Sarah, Alex, Justine; 
Mikayla, Josh, Jayde, 

Paige and friend of 
Dylan.  

He lived for his family, 
his farm and his 

friends.  
 

Due to the current 
restrictions a Private 
Family Burial will be 

held at the Korumburra 
Cemetery.  

A Celebration of 
Kelvin’s life will be held 

at a later date.  

  
 

 

DEATHSDEATHS
OLSEN, Kelvin 

Dudley: 
Dad, you were our 
Dad, father-in-law, 

Grandpa and Pumpa.  

Thank you for 
everything, you were 
the best. We love you 
to the moon and back.  

-- Sharon, Chris, 
Dylon, Jena, Ashlea 

and Zachary. 

OLSEN, Kelvin:  
Much respected 

brother-in-law of Allan 
and Barb Twite and 
Uncle of Dan and 

Angie and families.  

At Rest.

OLSEN, Kelvin: 
Chartered member and 

Melbourne Jones 
Award Recipient of the 

Lions Club of 
Strzelecki. A loyal and 

valuable member 
whose contribution will 
be sadly missed, but 

never forgotten by the 
club.  

Sincere condolences to 
Glenda and the Olsen 

family.  

DEATHSDEATHS

Warragul & Drouin
5623 2771

DEATHSDEATHSFUNERALFUNERAL
DIRECTORSDIRECTORS

FUNERALFUNERAL
DIRECTORSDIRECTORSDEATHSDEATHSFUNERALFUNERAL

DIRECTORSDIRECTORS

FUNERALFUNERAL
DIRECTORSDIRECTORS

HAY:  
Small squares, this 

season, good quality, 
$12 per bale.  
Can deliver.  

Phone 5657 3291.

HAY - SQUARES:  
Shedded.  

Korumburra. $8 each.  
Neil 0458 422 412.

FOR SALEFOR SALE

13 11 14

HELP IS AS
CLOSE AS THE

TELEPHONE H
M

C
1

4
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6
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Much hardship and difficulty is caused to 
jobseekers by misleading advertisements 
placed in the employment columns.
Our Positions Vacant / Situations Vacant 
columns are reserved for advertisements 
which carry a specific and genuine offer of 
employment.
Ads for ‘Business Opportunities’, 
‘Commission Only/Sales,’ training courses 
and employment services should be 
submitted under those headings.
Placing misleading job ads is an offence 
against the ACL and all advertisements 
are subject to the publisher’s approval. 
For further advice contact the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission on 
1300 302 502 or Consumer Affairs Victoria.

ADVERTISERS PLEASE NOTE:

Dairy Installer / 
Service Position

Gippsland Dairy Professionals is a leader 
in the dairy industry throughout South 
Gippsland and is seeking a highly motivated 
person to join our experienced team.
The successful applicant will be required 
to work in a team environment, be highly 
motivated, show attention to detail and take 
pride in their work.
Trade qualification is an advantage, but not 
essential as full training will be provided. 
This position would suit someone from a 
fitting, plumbing, mechanical or boilermaking 
background.

Applications to
Gippsland Dairy Professionals

PO BOX 316, Korumburra 3950

Applications close: Friday, May 15
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SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT

Connect 
with us
@sentineltimes

mailto:info@handafunerals.com.au
www.handleyandandersonfunerals.com.au
www.facebook.com/sgsentineltimes


Advertising conditions:
Full name and address of advertiser must be 
supplied even though not necessarily 
included in advertisement.

The publishers reserve the right to omit and 
alter any advertisement. Please check your 
ad is correct the first day it appears. While 
every care is taken to ensure your ad is 
correct, errors can occur. We regret that we 
cannot be responsible for any errors beyond 
the first day if you fail to bring it to our 
attention.

All advertisements must be prepaid unless 
client has an existing credit facility. Accounts 
are due and payable on the due date as 
shown on the account.

The Motor Car Traders Regulations:

States that from July 1, 1998 all advertisements 
for used vehicles including motorcycles must 
include the cash price of vehicle and 
registration number or engine number if not 
registered.

Payments accepted:

Please note that double column advertisements 
requiring a proof must be received at least two 
hours prior to deadline and proofs will not be 
provided for single column advertisements.

DEADLINES

TO ADVERTISE

Classified single column
Mondays 12 noon

Classified double column
Mondays 10am

Hours: 9am-3pm Monday to Friday

Phone: 
5672 1888

Email: 
ads@sgst.com.au

Mail: 
47 McBride Ave, Wonthaggi
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CONSTRUCTION OF DUAL LANE 
ROUNDABOUT, PHILLIP ISLAND

Please be advised that Fowlers Asphalting Pty Ltd, on behalf of Regional Roads Victoria,  
will be carrying out the construction of a new dual lane roundabout at the intersection  

of Phillip Island Road & Back Beach Road, Phillip Island.

Works will be commencing Monday, May 4, 2020, weather permitting.   
Works will generally be carried out Monday to Friday between the hours of 7am and 6pm.  

Fowlers Asphalting Pty Ltd regret any inconvenience caused as minor delays can be  
expected. Motorists are requested to obey all traffic management and signing.

Fowlers Asphalting Pty Ltd and Regional Roads Victoria thank you for your  
patience whilst these important works are being undertaken.

For further enquiries, please contact our office on 5633 2918 or
Daniel Parise on 0438 030 221.

Further information on the project can be found on the VicRoads website.
https://regionalroads.vic.gov.au/map/eastern-improvements/back-beach-road-roundabout

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Churches 
find ways to 

connect
by Karen Thorp

THE churches have responded to the halt on 
traditional worship services and other group 
gatherings due to COVID-19.

The ‘stay at home’ orders have been a chal-
lenge, but local church leaders moved quickly 
to find ways to keep congregations connected.

While the pandemic presents unique chal-
lenges, it’s also spurred churches to engage 
people in new ways and the biggest of these 
is the upgrade to weekly online streamed  
services.

Ministry routines have had to be modified, 
words to songs can be downloaded and com-
munion is a ritual we can now do in our living 
rooms.

As for those smaller church gatherings, in-
cluding prayer meetings, Bible studies and life 
groups, these are often utilising Zoom video 
conferencing and are finding people with low-
level information technology skills are adapt-
ing rapidly with some assistance.

Teens are taking to the scheduled online 
‘hang-out’ sessions and weekly children’s pro-
grams like story time and Sunday school is 
easily found on some of the church websites.

Elderly and rural parishioners who may 
not be technically savvy or have no access to 
adequate internet service can opt for sermon 
notes and newsletters to be emailed or deliv-
ered.

Sometimes we think of the church as just 
a building, but we are reminded during this 
season that the church isn’t just the building; 
it is the people.

And the message to the people is the same 
and that is Jesus suffered as a sacrifice for 
sin, overcame death, and now offers a share in 
his triumph to all who will accept it.

And there is so much more to this life-
changing revelation to appreciate so it’s worth 
visiting an online church to grow an under-
standing for our purpose and destiny accord-
ing to God’s great plan.

For access to all the new church online 
forums in Bass Coast Shire, visit www.bc-
churches.org.

BASS COAST  
ADULT LEARNING

MILPARA  
COMMUNITY HOUSE

THIS Thursday, BCAL will be presenting the Re-
sponsible Service of Alcohol course via online pre-
sentation. This is a fully accredited unit approved 
by Liquor Licencing.

Perhaps one of the most notable courses being 
presented via video conferencing at the moment is 
Digital Literacy. It may seem contradictory to offer 
computer skills via computer but BCAL is making 
it work as part of the Gaining the Edge program.

The initiative helps students in TAFE courses 
with study skills, and digital abilities have sudden-
ly leapt to the top of the priorities list. The groups 
doing the course have a mix of abilities and all 
have found it both informative and enjoyable.

For more information on all of BCAL’s courses 
and services, please visit www.bcal.vic.edu.au or 
call 5672 3115 to learn more.

Read the full story, including news from the 
Wonthaggi Community Garden and Wonthaggi 
U3A, on our website.

MILPARA, Korumburra’s Community House, 
is still open. It may not be business as usual but 
Milpara is still open for the following: Emergency 
Foodbank, Centrelink and to take enrolments for 
our online courses.

To help things run more smoothly, we have decid-
ed to set hours for Emergency Foodbank to 10am–
1pm, Monday to Friday. If you need to access out of 
these hours, simply give us a call on 5655 2524 to 
arrange a suitable appointment time.

The Centrelink agent will still be onsite Tuesdays 
10am-2pm, Wednesdays and Thursdays 10am-
1pm. Please be advised that this service has been 
very busy. Last week we had more people in line by 
10.30am than was possible to get through in the 
time.

If you are new to Centrelink, the quickest way to 
claim a payment is online. We have created a post 
on the Milpara Community House website and 
Facebook page with some helpful information on 
how to do this. Check out www.milparacommuni-
tyhouse.org.au

Milpara is running a variety of classes online. 
Please give Milpara a call if you are interested in any 
of the following courses: English and Maths, The 
Art of Story Writing, English as a Second Language, 
Journaling and Blogging, Delve into Tarot, The 
Magic of the Hook – Crochet, Korumburra Men’s 
Shed online meetup, or the Small Business Victoria 
workshop ‘Taking your business online: What you 
need to know’.



PAGE 32 - THE SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL-TIMES, TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2020

TIDE 
GUIDE

Add Waratah Bay 13 minutes, Cowes +28, 
Inverloch +30, Newhaven +1.03, 

Corinella +1.08, Port Welshpool +1.28, 
Tarwin Lower jetty +3 hours.  

The times stated are Australian Eastern 
Standard Time (24 hours clock).

1.57am
0.70m
9.00am
1.35m
2.18pm
0.66m
9.37pm
1.43m

3.13am
0.62m
10.25am
1.44m
3.41pm
0.72m
10.40pm
1.46m

4.28am
0.49m
11.38am
1.57m
5.03pm
0.73m
11.39pm
1.50m

5.33am
0.37m
12.42pm
1.71m
6.13pm
0.72m

12.32am
1.54m
6.29am
0.26m
1.38pm
1.81m
7.08pm
0.70m

1.23am
1.58m
7.20am
0.20m
2.30pm
1.87m
7.57pm
0.68m

2.09am
1.59m
8.09am
0.19m
3.17pm
1.87m
8.43pm
0.67m

TUESDAY
May 5

WEDNESDAY
May 6

THURSDAY
May 7

FRIDAY
May 8

SATURDAY
May 9

SUNDAY
May 10

MONDAY
May 11

Sentinel-Times
email: news@sgst.com.au SPORT

LOCAL crusader for the return of 
golf after the coronavirus restric-
tions, John Payne, Director of Golf 
at Korumburra, reckons we’ll soon 
be back on the course.

In his ‘Coronavirus Update’, May 
2, 2020 he expects we’ll be able to 
start back on Tuesday, May 12.

“The State of Emergency in Victo-
ria is expected to change after Mon-
day, May 11. There is great hope that 
the Stage 3 restrictions will be lifted, 
in line with other states and you will 
all be able to play golf again, starting 
May 12,” he said.

“Stay tuned for the ‘social distanc-
ing’ requirements members and the 
public will need to follow to allow 
play to proceed at our club. The 
Club will publish those require-
ments in the next week. So, it’s 10 
days and counting.”

Golf by next 
Tuesday, he says

HERE’S hoping all our members 
are well and making the most of the 
isolation – spring cleaning, etc!

Although things are very quiet at 
the moment, our committee con-
tinues to operate tirelessly behind 
the scenes and while the wheels are 
turning very slowly, they are turning. 

A committee meeting was held on-
line on April 21 and all important 
issues were discussed.

It was agreed that the annual gen-
eral meeting would go ahead as 
planned and would be conducted 
using emails and snail mail.

All members will be able to par-
ticipate, as nomination forms will be 
sent out to everyone, to be returned 
to the secretary by May 14.

The results and any relevant club 
information will be forwarded to 
members at the end of May. 

Stay well and stay safe – we look 
forward to being able to get together 
again. 

Fish Creek 
bowls update

Shayla and Alyssa Maxwell from  
Wonthaggi on a trail ride.

STUCK at home with nothing 
to do, many locals are dusting 
off their old bike and going 
for a ride.

Bike riding is on the list of 
approved fitness activities 
for people wanting to get out 
of the house with the fam-
ily.

John Kennedy of The Bi-
cycle Fitting Store in Ko-
rumburra said business had 
tripled in the last six weeks.

“People are coming in left, right and 
centre who I’ve never seen before,” he 
said.

Mr Kennedy said he had sold a lot of 
new bikes, but mainly people are bring-
ing in their old bikes to have them ser-
viced.

“The bikes are being brought out of the 
sheds where they have been sitting there 
for the last five, 10 years,” he said.

Rust, chains, tyres, tubes, spokes and 
cogs are among the bike parts that are 
being fixed.

However, he was worried that whole-
salers were quickly running out of stock 
and that bike repairers could be waiting 
a long time for parts and equipment in 
the next few months.

“Australia depends on China and we 
don’t do any manufacturing here thanks 
to 40 years of neglect from the federal 
government. There is going to be a prob-
lem in the next couple of months where 
there’s going to be no stock and then 
we’ll be waiting,” Mr Kennedy said.

The increase in cyclists on our roads 
has also prompted a warning for all road 
users to take extra care.

“It is vital that all road users slow 
down, obey road rules and avoid taking 
risks so that no more lives are lost,” said 
road injuries lawyer Katie Minogue, from 
Maurice Blackburn.

CLICK HERE
for mobile 

friendly version

by Shelby Brooks

I want to 
ride my 
bicycle……

Bianca, Oliver and  
Ashton Hellmuth-Pask about to  

head out for a ride around Ventnor.

https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/i-want-to-ride-my-bicycle/
https://sgst.com.au/2020/05/i-want-to-ride-my-bicycle/
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