
Bass Coast Skin Clinic

Consent
Complications

 If all of the cancer has not been removed further surgery may be required.

 Wound infection – happens infrequently (<5%) but it can result in delayed healing and widening of 
the scar. 

 Scarring - a raised, tender scar is called a hypertrophic scar (or Keloid). This rarely occurs and is 
more likely at certain sites (e.g. over the breastbone) and in certain persons. The tenderness settles 
with time but the appearance may rarely persist. Such scars are generally best left alone as further 
surgery may aggravate the problem. Hypertrophic scars can be treated by the doctor with injections
of cortisone into the scar tissue. Sometimes scars can be more prominent in certain areas like the 
face.

 Failed or delayed healing – a person’s nutritional habits, co-morbidities (e.g. smoker, liver failure),  
and attention to wound care can affect wound healing.  Complexity of surgery (e.g. flaps and grafts) 
can increase risk of poor wound healing as well.  This sometimes necessitates further surgery or 
tertiary hospital referral.

 Nerve damage - Surgical damage to minor branches of sensory nerves is unavoidable and small 
areas of permanent numbness beside a scar are common. Very rarely nerves to muscles can be 
damaged leading to some loss of function.  With surgery on the face the local anaesthetic may 
cause temporary paralysis of some facial muscles, which wears off with the local anaesthetic.

 Bleeding – most bleeds stop with firm pressure, but sometimes exploration of wound is required to 
identify the source of blood.  Risk is increased with blood thinner use and complex surgery.

 Serious complications - very remote risk of life threatening complications such as allergic reactions 
to the local anaesthetic, or an unexpected heart attack, even during a simple operation with local 
anaesthetic.
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Fees

** Please note a cancelation fee of $50 will be charged if not enough notice is given to fill your
appointment time (48 hours is required).
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